; SE——\. 
[DISCOURSE] 
* þ Upon the 


NATURE; 7 
ETERNITY; 


0 yan t 
The Con of a” ied SOU 
according to, the Grounds bf Reaſon, 
—_— of rifiah ah ReBgion 


; J— i w———_ 


— 1. 
By Willial Bren oh —_— | 


The Third Editions | 


Reviewcd and Corrected by che Auther. [ 


K = 


p LONDON, 
Pr 


inted for the Author; and to be 
ſold by Tho. Baſſet, at the George 
in Fleet ſtreet. 1689. 


_—C—— 


q TBE 


| PREFACE 


TO TRE 


READER: 


| : | Mpedocles of Agrigentum, being 


demanded, why .*twas ſo hard to 

find out a wiſe man? gave this 

| reaſon, Becauſe ( ſaid be) none can find one 

ont, -who is not fo himſelf: thereby infer- 

W ring, that unleſs there be a proportion be- 

# tween the O'jefF and the Pier, it will 

| never be able to produce the Effects flow- 
ing from tt. 

Upon this ground it may be well con- 
cluded, that. tis impoſſible for any togive 
a rue Deſcription of Eternity, who hath 

$ 170 ſubliſtence but in Time, and certainly, 
although ſome Spirits ( (ublimated by the 
aaily Contemplation of Eternal things) may 
A 2 perhaps 
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| . To the Reader. 
perhaps be able to ſhew us ſome imperfeft. 
Idea's of. thoſe perfet? Beauties whereon 
they are enamoured; yet "tis a meer ex- 
frauagance in me (wh) have employed the 
bejt part of my time in queſt of tranſitory 
and fading things ) to undertake the hand- 
ling of a [ubjet, which cannit be worthi- 
ly *expreſſed by "leſs than an Angel, nlr 
be conctived in this life by Humane kind. 
whilſt Hannibal, was with the' King An- 
tiochus iz Epheſus, where they were bu- 
fied in making preparation for a war a- 
_ gainſt the Romans, he was invited by ſome 
of the great Kings Favorites, to hear one. 
Phormio 4 Philoſopher yead x 'Lefture of | 
Military Diſcipline, and the Duty of; a Ge- 
neral , and having performed i 'with the 
applanſe of all the Auditory, Hannibal be- 
ing demanded his opinion of the man, an- 
ſwered, That he had indeed formerly ſeen 
divers mad- men, but neter any ome |o 
mad as Phormio, who having never view- 
ed Trops on their march, never ſpent one 
night in the Trenches, or performed the 
leaſt © Duty of a Souldier, would notwith- 
ſtanding take upon himſclf to order an 
; f lg; 5 Army 
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To the Reader: - 
Army, and preſcribe Rules unto 4 Gene- 
ral. | 

' It is certainly much eaſier to compre- 
hend all Military Knowledge, which is con- 
tained in the finite number of ſome Pre- 
cepts drawn from Reaſon and experience, 
than fathim the bottomleſs Abyſs of B- 
TERNITY, which holas no proportion 
at all with the narrow limits and ſhallow- 
neſs of Humane Reaſon ;, and conſequently 
to undertake the bandling of this Subjett, 
s 4 much greater madneſs than that of 
Phormio. 

This being ſo, 1 doubt not but there will 
be ſome, who, unſatisfied with what 1 ſhall 
{et down, will a5 up _ what Grounds 
1have adventured to publiſh my Conc:pti- 
ens upou Eternity, ſo many excellent Pens 
having already employed themſelves in the 
atcyphering of it ; and will conclude, that 


£ his error is to be pitied, who, contra-' 


ry Fo his expeftation, fails ( by the weak. 
neſs of his forces) to perform what he hath 


wndertaken ; ſo his madneſs is inexcuſa- 


ble, who undertakes what himfelf knows 
is' not to be performed. 1 will not go 4- 
bout to juſtifie my ſelf againſt their repre- 
1+. 9 4 henſions 
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To the Reader. 
henſtons, which perhaps have truth for 
their foundation : all 1 ſhaft ſay is, 1 have | 

| writren this only. for my own private uſe, | 

that 1 might at times of leiſure view the 

Diſcoveries 1 have maae of that Country | 

| to which ] tend; and on which, Time, 

| at the ſhutting in of my Lives courſe, | 

b- will land me: And 1 have pulliſhed it, | 

not as conceiving 1 could better what 0- 

i / thers have before written, but out of an 

; opinion \that my Conceits ( though ſhort of 

what hath been delivered) might hit the 
Humoy of ſome one or other, and waken 
him from that Lethargy, wherein the world | 
holds the moſt part of men'auring their | 
Hives, that he may look about in time, and | 
provide himfelf for that Eter nal Habita- | 
tion. Thoſe who are frung with the Ta- | 
rantula, cannet be cured but by Muſick > | 
and 1 have heard, that tis not always the | 
beſt Tunes help the diſeaſed Patients, but [ 
ſuch us (how extravagant ſoever ) ſympa- 
thize moſt with their Inclinations, : 
Reader ! Having given thee this account | 

of my ſelf, 1 proceea briefly to ſet d>wnthe | 
ſubſtance of this ſhort Treatiſe. In the | 

- firſt place,-1 ſball endeavor to let thee | 


know 


To the Reader. 
8 know what Etcrnity #5, in the ſecond, #0 


i& deſcribe what our condition will be in it 3 
; 4 and in the laſt place, to (et down ſuch 
> # Rules as may (being obſerved) render us 
F i perfeftly happy in ihat fixed condition 
J | wherein Eternity will place we All 1 re- 


# quire of thee, That if thou approve not 
i what 1 write, thou wilt( as leaſt ) approve 
* þ the good will wherewith tis written, 


Farewel. 
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Y bes we ee?! 
0: Jo phers. (norwighſtanding theimia- 3 4 
| ny vifferent Opytions anjong them) 
dv accor Y Ne this: Ni vet Iwtthefts , 
qu1d non "prix fur in $th(w. "er is, "No- | 
thing is "in guy Aoder aig? which, oth 
e firſt gained its adinitrance! through rhe 
# Senfes, * Our Souls, quyith ' the cime of their 
Impriſonmenr i in our Bodies, ſeem to be To 
opt vp by oor Senſes, who guard + 
all the' A | y which an iarelligence | 
of the'greas ref ur of Narire' #8 


- gy mo oeny 'thac they per ntl "at "Þ 
| B 


Ne '6f the Mikities a ones 


2 A-Diſtonrſe: upon the 
of nothing ſave what is brought to them by 
their mediation... - 

+ Well may the exterior Objefts (affifted | 
by. the Sons light?) fill che Air;with the re- 
preſentation' of their. ſeveral Species; bur 
the Underſtanding will not be able ro know 
any thing either of:their ſhape, or colour, 
unleſs they paſs thorow the Eye into the 
cammyn Sen(c, and be thence AI th 6 to 
the Hancy. | 
The Warbling "Choriſtets of the Air may 
well c2uſe, both the Wouds.anhd Valleys ec- 
cho with their melodious ſounds ; and all 
the Famous Crators diſplay the urmoit 
a of winning Rhetorick-; . bot if our 
Vis Emrance to ihe Brain, they 
= a* la in the Air where they were 
formed, niche giving us the leait Jnfor- 
um. either of their Harmony os Megn- 


lt the rare Nall as of the. May. well 
Por! CE Res to noting; before our 
wit hou, | caving any. other | ſenſe of 

it Tich erines, but what our Smelling 
'K convey unto, us: And if another Mo- 
< far ſurpaſſing Abaſseri« \n, the riches 
oy E xtent of his Dominions, ſhould unpeo- 
+ BF. th : 'three' Elements to ſurniſh our aſum- 
Hs Feaſt, thac., might ſhes; forth the 
peat of his magnificence z We, were not 


We ingarſs any. of thoſg exq 


"Sight, Me eedirg $0 ubro' 63Þ Eyes: Agd 
Hite 


4 p Tae Hae only Mar&ral qualities, 


NHS EY viry, We. at 
tiez, "arid delicious Wikies, fa refer t than wha 
our Taites ſhould &i7tate ro 1s; 

' Ih fine, our Souls, notwithfahding: theip 
immiterial lubtance, and' the facillties © 
Wall $6 Underſtanding, wher&y:chey thit 

hemfſelves equial['to. the. ers (Spirirs}, 

e but thofe Cites dann ey Ret 
(He our Sentes are'the Perrin y vb ld (like 
rhe” Eryprians ditfyg "the three' fe dark+ 
neſt w crewith God plagued tht) be =_ : 
c&d'ro fit MN; oF Ed vn ahem 
of. 'Reafoning Ihti ©Refolvitig? 3. i" 
ought” towardF RE" Wheove Ng 
Gd dnfe wbichSrethE gr f Obje FIT: la jt 


Faunttions; 


The Sporg We n wy by 
che Valleys: ret bn, A 

nBve* in an” picy 
rey; hat beefi Eternitfly * cont 
Maakihd; "had 7 A inyEh Sri of Gablchs - 1 


Perſpectives, b the *KEaknef four 


P am: yerily eff &d; that 44 
| ES of* Nate ER we HR eerbats 
to'Symp arhy Fe Anripathy, br &her occtlt 


*bur* ſubtle ty be petceived b vp! cur Senſes : 4; 
"Which is-the / thar all' ot farelt” Wits | 


ol NpROTEN bf ek "Ind pay us,on- 
1 C nf th, 
a pin Helang that, 
B Ng fall - 


ull.to be ghe q object of pur. Senſe the of 
nity of 1ts Dork tion cannot; bo TS 


ded, by their fipice Wer#4 And 
-burry, us any; ſs.fa , VET She es ui 


to. thoſe. Lane, of, hn zby,. hich 
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{+- ns, Frick arc the REL 


_ Morrality, .tha t.we ba) (6.95 the 
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Miſe moye <.d holy Curio- | 


- gbigin, was. Jepn ro, ad the glogy 
is binder by." An WhAc | 
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A + 16x, hens, io 7 
epared in a:for, thoſe thao Frar 
Es I ly one. of* il 8 


precious of all the efſirigs; and t | 
Th cy, f Thrice: fo, much renown- 
| a. din-th the- Gre & Church. a $4 Aymndeler 
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W\ Qu 2) 4nd)! A.M” wy 'd* 
-ol big Watere:ief Eternity; bo 70 + wu 


of his' Power, being produces during” the 
- tinttanee of fleeting Tirne | But thar'all 
Jia fove, together with his Barthes? Viſion, 
ate tftrved only for fuch as firi their habi-' 
eats m the' bleſt dvelling of ETERN [- 
PF" ” 
"S.” P#ul,' bein tit6ugh ſpecial favdur rapt” 
into the third: heaven} = he mighr takeia 
rtſte of *'thoſe / 12a] teaſufes, thinks" ir 
not awful” to 'irter mp | Arbaha 'rhat'i is, 'the” 
ſublinle * 4nd: hiddet et ing) which! he learned 
thete,” The! grearePheight we'ran attain». 
unto whillt we'arehere; 'is to coiitemplate” 
rhe, Myftcrits whICh tall be thert revealed, 
per. Speculum in' enigmhte;' chrough a Glaſs, , 
na dark Riddle?" 'Whar 1s this'Glaſt, bur 
Faith, by whoſeafſiftance our/fikr Eyes are! 
able without dazli# to lobk"pon' the Sum 
of Trurh, even” - himſelf, 'arid"expound! 
thoſe Riddles char path the tewch of humane: 
underſtanding.” 13! 27 1,21 Nh k 
Relying”thefrefore upon this Giitds, I halt | 
begin to ſearch*inrd'the Ratife of 'ETE R-/ 
NITY, becauſe het Maxirfies"ate like a Clue 
of Thread ter "down frortt Heaven, ro lead: 


ut” with ſecurity: 'and humbleneſs into the” 544 2 


underſtanding of Divitie Myſteries ; that fo 
we may not-ſttay in the wild: Maze. of Self- 
oprnion, wherein the greateſt part ofthiitmane! 
kind do waiderendleſly; and loſe themſelves! 


at laſt; +*being intrapped in the pernicious 
B. {nares__ 
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A Diſcourſe upon the 
ſrares of odÞ-wdrning Viiae or- Kupid Tg- 
NOTanee; ; uh by 

1{When the ';" nad 3 wa to deſcribe 
the Deity 3p10,yu5, they make us of three 
forts .\of Aitgiputes;, the Firſt, as thy call 
them, Nrgative ; the Second; Relative; and 
the Third, Pofirhe. 1he Firit, ſhew whar 
he is not; amd. the} Second, whar he i8-40 re» 
farion; $0; U$;47:08-; t@ ſome, gther being,; , bur 
the -Third p Which, ſhould;.declare unto us 
what be is jin, Hinyelty, fail, to perform it, 
becay'e all; Terms. cxylicae: oply our .. Con- 
Ceprians,: and we Fan ICOnGraye nothing but 
what - 48 inhgitely, ſh art of his Perfettions. 
They call big1 »ncract and, immortal,; that 
we may: W; his. DEE, 15 incompatible 
with w ar hath; gather! Ending, or Be- 
ginning 2 ;\Thavy., TFErmM, am. Creator, and Re- 
d:emer,,'; thergþy;i informing; us, that all rhe 
Bleflings.we.enjoy; here, garFxp*et hereafter, 
are bur drpengengies uponyhis Pawer., Burt 
when they tell us of his Virtues, and of his 
Wiſdom ,,' they- intend, not -:that.we ſhould 

thereby : underſtand (6h. \Virrues or ſuch a 
x» Wiſdom ab Are-ith/B8;z, gt 20. affection or 
habit of bis Willi inglipiag.him-to pucſic al- 
. ways.the diftages:of| 2,4ight Reaſon ; nor- 
a perſpicaciry-ofi Judgment; qnabling himro 
diſtmmguiſh, uppsplloccaGons, thereal-Truths 
 from-thoſ+. thay ſeam, {Qs 4 which ,notwith- 
ating is _ Proper: meaning of. thoſe 
245 + 1/1, Terms.) 
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Natuye of Eternity, &c. 
Terms. ) Whereas the' Divine Virtues ant! 
Wifdom are neither Qualities, not Habits, 
but are the very Eſſence and Being of: God 
himſelf, which- cannot be known-or com+ 
prehcnded by any other Nature inferior'to 
him. | "7 . | 

It being :therefore admitred, that we'can 
never write, Or Conceive any. thing worthily 
of the. Divine: Eſſence; how is it potſible 1 
ſhould 'be-:able to explicate the. nature of 
ETERNITY, which 1s the: Meaſure of 
his: Duration, and one of the moſt excellent 
of all his Attributes? God himſelf ſeems to 
glory in/it,; when being asked his Name by 


the great Patriarch Aoſes; he gives him on- 


ly this deſcription of, himſelf, Ego ſum gas 
ſum, | am he that I am, without mentions 
ing either his Power, his Juſtice, or any of 
Mis other Attributes; giving us thereby. to 
underſtand;: that alt his other Attributes des 
pehd upom-ms Being, (according to the:Ors+ 


der of our: Conceprions!) as their: Foundati- 


on: Thar»-ocher. things have an exiſtence, 
whoſe Begining flows from: his Power, and 
whoſe Continuance 1s; an ettet only of his 


Wr:lt :- Fhac nothing-;hath a-ftable indepen- . 


dent. Being,.tfave-only. he ; 'and that, inane, 
no happineſs-or- perfection is ro be prized,if 
the enjoyment of it be tior{egured unto us by 
ETERNILTY.. dg amd 
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- + This Meaſure of. Gods Bcjng, cannot' (by 


 22-affy' poſitive: terms which, we: cam! 2uſ)) be 
+" com rehendeds; or. defined ;/'-nor/ can ibibe 


 -Muftrated: to: hurbane underitancings:,'' by 


other means, than by conſidering the nature 
of 21t negatively ;.. and rompaeratively unto. 
thoſe things which have a being; during rtie 
Continuance of time; :the firltaf!which;con- 
ſiderations, ſhall be of the: Infinity thereot'; 
which! (as I 1aid before) is a cerm/purely 
negative, and repreſents nothing at-all unto 
our-Imaginations 31.che. only corception we 
gar: frame: upon ity; being of ſomething not 


cicumſcribed by ends,\.or bounds, 2a&'urcalt 
the \Obyects. which, Bpfemr themſelves unto > 


our: Senſes. 

; We: are aſtoniſhed: when we corfilter By 
' waſh extent of: this: habitable:FEarihy/ in hiet 
'hath-fufficed.ro:the priduction: afid ujiny ths 
ment: 'of the innumerable: wwmberof Men 
now living;  of'that(have: had: Ahrine; {1nce 
the::Creation of the World ;: ahdwe'itate nor. 
withſtartding-ſarisfned g * borky by/ch6/Gemor 


ſtcations 'of Co:mographers;' and relations. of ” 


Navigators, ' that/\ai$uf{;chird part! of it 6 
yet undiicovered.: ”'The:Immentſe quantity of 
Waters in the Ocean, frems'no) poſe [Arith+ 
merick, to number:al 2he: ſeveratdropscon- 
tained in it; but above all, . the: Heavens, 
incircling round this Ball made up of Earth, 
er, and the VR Want and exceed- 


ing 


 - =. 
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| "RN wa A IG Act 'k " oy 
To [tient dNeture Pa Eterwity;. (ec, 17 rf i 
£ bg in {©'far' in. bigneſs,' that all 'vf ir toges 
5 |rher"bears, n compariſon tothein;' brit ſack 
5 [proportion | (according! to the! Aſtrononhets 
" [computation )" as a volke in the' mijddte of 

>  |Circle to. the Circumference, 'dorh with its 
) 

, 


anmeaſurable' greatneſs, out-vie the force of 
humane wnderſtanding, to conceive any//de# * 
of irs dirmenffons ; and yer when: we'confi ger, L 
but-with the le.ift attention ; theſe great! 
workmanſhips of "God, and ſearch info the 
narure'of ther, /we muſt needs be. fatisfice 
{rhe p! dre®not (Ififinite; for thar' conſiſting {'as 
our tenſes Gan inform us ). of *hinite parts, 
. | rhefriſetves' muft likewiſe be ofthe fame Ha- 
X pret wicWtheiparts whereof they re corn 
| "Whois'ir that perceives nor,” Whery 
he ales av a fhovel-full of katth fron! the 
grollhdy or: bot! a"(diſh of water” 6ut'of the 
Sa T'thar thoſe! gorgons of theſ®rwo/- Bet -, 
mentslare” tinite 3 and! that "out" not beifigh ©. 
able rs findiour their certain quantity, pro4 
cert nr fromany® contradiftion Mm their Has 
twfcs} to be ſurveyed, or meaſured; but'on- 
Iv fron the weaknets of our forcts'® who is 
it-r (RO &aH Gowbt, when he perceives the 
Sunidraw nearer 'to Us, but tchat-the diftfifice 
berween us&and him is finite?" ſince werls it 
otherwiſe, it were not 'capadble of ancretiſe} 
| or diminution. . And who, in'fine;”"can nike 
a/Queſtion but that the Heavens are Cir- 
curulcribed by certain bounds and limits, 
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A Diſcourſe upon the 
- hen he beholdsthein- 
meaſured by ithe ;Sun,- Moon,-.and tht others 
Planers,, in.their ſeveral-morions, according 
to who't. different races, we .give beginning 
and, ending. unto out Hours, Days, Months, 
Years, and, to our Ages: 
3. Archimedes was of opinion he could: have 

maved the World, had-there been any. other! 

| ce oat, of it, uþon which he migþt have hxed 

is Inſtrument ; and am certainly perſwaded; 
that whey we-,ſhall be freed out of this Cage 
of Earth, wherein our Souls are encloſed du- 
ring this life, we (hall with caſe be able ro 
ſurvey. and' comprehend the Heavens; the 
Earth, and. allthe other workmanſhips of Na- 
tare, that-now appear-to be ſo ſar:heyond 
the 'reach of. humane underſtanding. . And 
yet when our enlarged Souls ſhall have the 
power te circle Earth, ſound: Hell, and. mea- 
ſure all-the' va@ extent - of Heaven, how lit- 
ge; or rather -nothing ar all, wili that ap- 
pear, being compared unto Infinity {if we 
were able ro-number all the drops of, water 
in the' Sea, and count rhe ſands upon the 
hore andif-for every. one of them wewere 
to Jivean Age before-we died, yet were'this 
zerm a8 nothing, being compared unto Erer- 
pity,. ſince Lime: would ar. laſt. conſume. all 


geraity,-when that weee paſt, would ſtill con- 
2D 9.617999 4 | > tinue 


et 


'be perpetually pi 


that-large ſtock of our ſubſiſtance z and E+ | 
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Nature of Eternity, fc 
ly inue conſtant: in full pallefiion of all its be» 


- Arif was of opinion, the World where- 
1g ſin we live had no; beginni es and ſhould ne- 
's, [ver have 2 | coding ; perſwaded thereunto, 
; [by the ince "eo cifitude of generationand 
ve |corruption,, —_ the ſetled courſe of Nature, 
er |which perpetuares all. che ſeveral. 
=4 or kjnds of things, notwithſtanding. Lan 
d; |tinual decay of the individuals, whereo they 
ze | are compoſed. If this imagination of his were, 
u- | true; ,it would then fallow, that-rthe. dura- 
to 9n of the World ſhould be indeed ual, 
r not Infinjre ard-that it would have no- 
a- | thing in,jt,” appoaching to the pure ſimpli- 
id | city, of an eternal being : for if time be di-. 
d | vided. ( as , reaſon, experience, and the opi- 
1e | nion of all Philoſophers, aſſure. us inta 
i- | pats preſent, and ro come ; up r thag 
t= | (though ne'r ſo far extended) be without 
»- | end, whoſe wery Being conſiſts in. a perpe- 
{> rual flux of Ending and Beginning, or, how 
2r | can that. he without bounds, whoſe two 
ie | parts, that is, the Firſt and Laſt, arenot at 
7e | all ; and whoſe. Third part; :( wherein only 'ir 
is | ſubſiſts }is circumſcribed within ſuch narrow 
r- | hmits, . that we .can hardly rhinkp. thought, 
It | duriog the terms of its duration? And whay 
+ | reſemblance cantherebe in it of Erernity ? the 
N- | one being in a continual. mation., and the 
2 | other na conſtant. eu the one perperny 
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of "preſent * being.” From "this Ground} |: 


thers”gritch Another" Gori etation' of the' | 
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th make the” fubjcer of |; 
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a hoe at lk by ihe / 


Es rin on over all the (SA bref | 
©may alſo wn; the fame 'rilith' affirm” [© 


ev other "Pipl & Deſtride, Divide" and | 
x16 D, D, who | is Creator of what-! | 
AN an \ ehiſencs, bring * Wiſer One® [5 

H che Anſes f o is nature, Nach placed: 


"fybAFn 6 bf alt things in Unity $ and? | 
- fk therefore, by's Workihg peciiliar only” | 
to Hirhſelf; united! (he Contraries of Heatand | 
Cold, of Drought! and Moiſtufe, *unto the 4 
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therefore 1 in xiſible *4nd 
y. Perſons. wha* Fo * 
4:3 are always jn polleſſo 10 OR 
PT ha ts 3 PRs 
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- «2, 
th  * Diferirſe apovths - 
is x they want nothing of whatfs fiiture; 
Pak, vie eotin that Ce Ko ntry doth 
end, after an uncx ible tnanner, 
all thoſt' Three different ' and” 
Ioro whicti Tune is divided: | Arid hend 
;, char all 'che' hn ppinets fougid here is rub 
Fe ſolid, Caliſe thoſe differetit'Goods 'afe 
; united? in that fixed Marfion; which bein 
"divided, mifſead. the” greaceſt" part 
umane kind in that ſearch they make after 
'the Chicſeft Gbod, ind feed us only with ap- 
Pearances: infcad of truth. 
Kor is rhe ſimpleſt of all brher! Beings 
"and oke" nor to be 16oked for here 
were Zrhih ng Joh th fbf buriis compound 
Ahd alt hoſe thin ne which Web eaizer 
Hts by nien, for The reſemblance the 
elle 90G, art/but Fhke Glo-worms, whyc 
us.as we” Wander in the Night, anc 
| | ha Sorch' x Tuſtre equal to 'rhar of che 
1 precious Gems, are in thernfelves Wag 
| the biit Kortermieſs and Purrefattion. | 
E- . We are divided almioft into as many 
"ibis us. Perſons ; and every one ſeeks Hap 
yhich.is' the chiefeſt Good) a'fev 
9, In the variery of their tht Appe 
ſetting Ereroiry, which'is he orl 
were it reſides. . 
Hunt” afrer Power ( and* f Sort 
ws expecting to find rr rrue 
tin Authority: © pe alas qr * 
— i 


WO —"IIOE" «ln. £6. "td 
: - 


3 


phe 


/ 


Nature of Eternity, %c, Th 
ly are \they miſ-guided by "Ambition. ' The 
Carcs of Governing, and Dar ers' that IC> 
company a 'Scepter, fo far” our-weigh 
pineſs - found' 3h ir, rhar Pw Caſar, 
who njoyed"the Empire of the World in the 
moſt {xled\ Times'fr rin AW; made” it 
daiby'fuir-unto' the*Senare, that he might be 
reſtored unto the Quiet of a” 'ptivate life And 
" tioeizrian having generouſly caſt 'off the Yoke 
of {Ruling others, refuſed to rettirn again 
taithe Gloriotis Setvitude; profeſfing that be 
found | more pleaſure amon Rl AD IAge 
growing in- 'his folifaty Gard, thas Twert- 
Ty! Years Crrrimand over the Roa Empire 
hed yielded to Him. 
' Othrers there” are; whoſe , thoughts 
woliv:raken vþ in gathering Wealth, ar 
thar:were the oOlv.rhing rq be deſired Ne- 


ver. conſidering, {fo gr: fly are they blinded . 


| by: their Coverevfiels ) that rhe Content of 
Riches -conſifts not in the' hoording.. up of 
Treaſiites; butt in ' rhe liberal 'iftriburion of 
.them: that the: ſrdid ways of gathering M 
ney, renders them odious ro others, and uy 
reſtlets'care of k+eping)' ir, deſtroys the quict 
they dcuild oftabl.fft in chemfelves: That.their 
continuat negoriarion about Gain, hinders 
vtheov from Enj6ying the hapyineſs of life 
-and-thar, in! fine; ' when they have reaped 
-4he plentict Harveſt ofall thei IrMbourg, chey 
.mubtreſign/ir:trito others, who ldnging to en- 
919640 


Joy ; 
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Fires, Gonkga "areal t9.get,; ri thein- 
rilmenrs of; he own Tying Eakn ac tad 
-EXpert ala that to be the. coccation:.of 


| ki contentment of their, ves? Thistis'a 
iF Ha {ol = idenfly certain. that not Philoſo- 
ers on and. Voparies,| have-been able 1p 
Ulcover t ec: paſtor. of chem; ; bur-even 


inh \biranrs; 


© "Majorca a3 74, drowned all theirGbld 
wha Mo, he Ocean; and the Spartans 
” Bs Ke al flouriſhing Gommon weaddhs 
\ at exer "'Yere.) baniſhed thoſe Metals Gur 6f 
Phe confines, of their Terrigaries3 "for -biddiig 
Tens! enjoyment. of them, to, all, ,heir Citizens, 
A being, Iogatpparte with rue Conrent- 
" * Some place. their happineſs in Pleaſure ; 
and f ſhuavijng wharſveyer hath the, ſhewiof 


"0 al delights... Fond fools{..who blinded by 


thy men inpractifing thoſe ations, which de- 
_"prive them: of the dignity of: being goers 
he Nadie 


To , Up. thea+ 


EIT 5012 wherein they- had. eſtabliſhed. 


Whole” Nations ha e agreed upon its” The ' 
x Allcar:ch Nang, now cy/led | 
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" Ipf6uble,. bay themſctves, wholly up :tor;Sen- | 
er Be 4 appetites, think themſelves hap- 


ls 


(ie. 


Mo te Og UT Wh mRYT 


"Nw Peer, "bp #7 


- hable' crearures, and, cat them down into 
rhe rank'of Beaſts ; tinworthy of ehjoving 


Souls made after the. Divine likeneis , ſince 
they employ their whole time in giving far 
tisfaQtion to their Bodies. And yet how ſhort 
are thoſe feiv minutes of Contentment which 
they cenjov, whillt they abandon themſelves 
to their Nebauche®, being compared tg thoſe 
of Trouble, whi ich netell- rily accompany the 


Pleaſures they hunt after? ihe Drunkard 


will afface os, that the pa! a he ſiffers.in his 
head and' fontiick , is of muctly longer conti- 
nuance, than was th: tait of char del:civus 
Wine wherein he made, a Shipwrack of his 
Reaſon. The Paittion, whether. feigned or 


real, which a Lib:linous man atts. or ſuffers 
(for a deiired Beauty, and the folicious en- 


deavours. uſed by him for obraining of his 
Prey, far ourweigh the momentany Pleafure 
he enjoys, *hich notwithſtanding i is attended 
with remorſe of Con{ience from within, and 
the apprehenfions of Danger, and Di ſhoaor 


from abroad : Dileaſes ( rhe effeCt of their | 


Diſorders ) take upa. ſ{crled, quarter in their 
bodies, and render rhat, the conſtant Man- 
fion of grief and pain, , where they- intended 
ro. haye given, admittance unto nought, but 
Joy and pleaſure: and for a comrlement of 
their misfortunes, their_Vices,: like a raging 


fire, conſyuſning all_ thoſe excellencies which 
| God, and Nature have beſtowed upon them, 


GC. brand 


1$ . A Diſcourſe upo1 the 
brand them with a perpernal Blot of Infamy 
to all poſterity, and fix ancverlaſting Guilt 
ypon their Souls, 

Sampſon had a prodigious ſtrength, infinit- 
ly ſurpaſſing that of other men ſeconded by 
an. exceſs of Courage, which rendred him 
victorious over Lions, and Triumphant in the 
diſcormfiture ofan Hoſt of men : his fingle per- 
ſon was of more value than'an Army : But 
when he ſuffered himſelfto be condutted by 
his Paſſion, the love of Dalila having firſt 
blindfolded his Reaſons eyes, deprived him 
after of his corporeal ſighr, betrayed him to 
his enemies, and reduced him 10 ſo great a 
height of mifery, that to be freed from the 
contempt to which he was expoſed, he was 
conſtrained to .employ his matchlefs Force, 

; in working his-revcnge by his own ruine. 

"(© Sardanapalw(laft of the Lſhrian Monarchs) 
Taw hitnſelf peaceably (erled in the chiefEm- 
pire of the World; but having once, given 
himlſ#if. over to his effeminate pleaſures, the 
fire of Luſt firſt kindted in his own hear 
guickly deſtroyed the refpect of him in the 
minds of ' Neighbour-Princes, and his own 
. Subjetts ; and after taking hold on the mag- 
-pificent Pile he had ' cauſed to be eretted, 
4 rediiced.to aſhes both his perſon and his Em - 
"pire. 4 ;y 
_ Alexander (juſtly ſurnimed the Great, for 
* his- unparallel'd Courage, Cunduct, and For- 
WET: 3-1 | rune) 
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Nature of Eternity, &. -T5 
tune) was mounted tro fo grea: - eight of 
Glory , that he defpiſed the World, as a 
place rc0. narrow to bound the limits of his 
Conqueſt; and yet the Murther ofhis friend 
Cltws, Which he committed in his Drunkens 
neſs, 'rendred all theſe Proſberirics ſa unſe- 
voury to him, that he attempred rhe killing 
ofhimelf ; and begar fuch an averfion againſt 
him in the minds cf divers of his Subjects, 
that they prepared a Poyſon for him, which 
cutting ſhort che courſe of all his Viories, 
buried his Iriumphs together with his car- 
caſe in the Grave. 

Solomon received from God the gift of an 
incomparable Wiſdome, above all the men 
that ever were ;and with it, a confluence of 
all thoſe Bletjings which mighrraife Humane 
nature unto the greateſt height of Happineſs, 
whereof 'tis capable during this mortal life: 
but theinordinate love of Women, to which 
he was addifted in his latter time;deprived his 
Ifſue of rhe greater part of his Terreſtrial 
Kingdom, and himſelf, (as ſome do probably 
conjecture) ofthe Erernal Joys of Heaven. 

Why ſhould I farther inftance -the ſingle 
puniſhments of Particular Voluptuous per=- 
ſons ? Tis ſd prodigious a madneſs: for Man 
to place his Chiefeſt Good in Senſual luſt, tha 
it hath drawn down Fire from Heaven for 
the conſuming- of whole Cities, and water 
fromthe Earth _ Firmameat, which was 


\ 


, 


upon 


2D A Diſcour'e upon the- 
upon the point to have extirpated Mankinde:; 
all che ditferent Elements conſpiring to re- 
venge that inſufferable wrong 1s done to their 
Creator, when we neglect his Image ingra- 
ven in our Souls, to farishe the fleſhly pare 
of us; which is nothing elſe but duſt and 
aſhes. 

And toconclude, even Epicarm the Philo- 
ſopher, who placed the Chicfelt good of Man 
inpleature, did norwitivitanding(if we believe 
Seneca, rather than ivme others who have 
flandred him ) cftcem that Fleature to conſiſt 
ith' Golden Mean of iemperance, and not 
in the exorbirant uſe of Wine, of Play, of 
Gluttony and Worren. | 
;- Thaveexcreded in handling this Particular, 

the brevity -4:had propoſed unto my ſelf; be- 

cauſe theſe are: the MIcteors, which by the 
glrtrering :brighrneſs of their decerrful:hghe, 
dazle cthereyes of our unwary Youth, and 
like fo'maby::Wandring Fires, miſlead us-18 
our ſearch fr Happinets, through' rhe blibd 
paths of ignorance ant: Folly, won ar rfaſt 
they: trainius into the dangerous: Precipicrs 
of Wickednets and infamy, from whencgwe 
are; not- able( withour particular afſiitariterof 
the Divine. grace - X7EC/OuT (elves, be ju 
Ererriicy'- ne ) 1; 

: All othier thinks {0 wroadily graſped an by 
Work. WaMgnz/mray bercduced unto thebe- 


droge oned Heads; of Fower, of Riches; 
E704 6 & 0} and 


a 
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| ard of Pleature. 


Nature of Eternity, &c. 
| Nobility, Fame, and Reſ-/ 
pect, are the Attendants upon Power; ' Suff;} 
ciency and Plenty wait upon Riches; Health, 
Strength, ,and Beaury, are neceffarily requi- 
red to the Compleating nf vur Pleaſures.” And 
thereſore what falſe appearance focver of 
Happineſs they may hol.: torth to our deladed” 
minds, they cannot potſibly give us that rrue. 
Content, which is not to be ſound 41n theſe' 
principal things, whereunto they are but Ac- 
ceſſories. mn. 
Fower,, Riches, Pleaſure, and thereſt,have 
indecd ſome reſemblaice of good,” but arenot 
that which chey reſemble for good, or hap- 
pineſs (being the ſame) [conſiſts not 1n poſ-: 
ſefſing many different things,” but in.the union; 
of all rogether ; whereas they are ſo far from: 
being one, that they are inconſiſtentwikh each! 
other. hos rH: | 
.. The weight of buſineſs, 'and diſtance Fept 
bv. Soveraign Princes,, for maintaiming.the 
Reverence due to their Calling,permirs them. 
not the ſweer delights of Pleaſure, 'to which 
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the freedom of Equality is,requiſite'; andrhe 
vaſtneſs of their Expehce, in Wars, in Trea- 
ties, for Intelligence, and other things inct-' 
dent tro their Authority , makes them the 
needieſt almoſt of all other Men. The wary 
Cloſenes of the Rich Miſet (inconſiſtent with 
Popularity) hinders him from being Power- 


creaſing 


ful ; and his daily employment” abour-the in- 
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creaſing of his Store, debars him from the 
uſe of Pleaſure, which cannot be had without 
the expence of Time and Money. The feri- 
ouſneſs of Great affairs diſturbs the quietneſs 
of Pleaſures, and the prcdigality of Luxury 
waſtes the Eſtates of thoſe that are addicted. 
£o it. . 

In fine, which way ſoever we turn .onr 
ſelves, to ſeek Contentment in ſatisfaction of 
our Luſftful Apperites, theſe divided goods, 
which cannot dwell together in one Subject, 
fruſtrate our Expectations, and enforce us te 
confels with the Wiſe-man, That whatſoever. 
hath abeing during the Continuance of Time, 
is Vanity of Vanitics, and nought but Vanity, 
For if by a particular Indulgence of God and 
Nature, theſe divided (and as I have already 
ſhewed ) .incompatible. Bleſſings of Power , 
Riches, Pleaſure, Reſpet, Nobility, Fame, 
7; Bats Health and Strength, ſhould fall to 
E: 5 ec Portion of one Man; what were all 

ſe auvantages , Without ſecurity in the 
para of them, bur vanity, and meer 
vexation of our ſpirits? and what ſecurity 
can this life poſſibly afford, amid the daily 
parhcoGoce of being deprived of them be- 
fore wedie,, and certainly to loſe them when 
wedeſcend into the Grave? 

Our Bleſſed Sayiour therefore adviſeth. 
Adartha not to divide her thoughts, in the 
(Olicitous queſt of many: things, finge what 

| Was 
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Narure of Eternity &C> +23 
was neceſſary, was onlv One : and that we 
might not be to ſeek what that one, ſingle, 
neceſſary thing ſhould be, himſelf informs us 
in another place what 'tis, when he commands 
us to ſeek firſt rhe Kingdom of Heaveri by juſt 
and righteous ations ; which bring once ob- 
tained,we ſhall enjoy. all other bleſſings as.ca- 
elſenrial with it. 

Is Power'-the object of thy Wiſhes ? Thom 


ſhalc be there ( as the Apoſtle aſſures, ) co: her 
- with him, | ro whom all power in Heaven and 


Earth is given. Is Honor or Command thy 
Chiefett Good ? It is ſo liberallr.diſpenſed:to all 
the inhabitantsof; ETERNI1Y, that the 
Prophet David ſeems to charge God with 
prodigality in that particular, when he Crigs 
out, Nm honorati ſunt am:citat, Dems ; nimys 
confortatus eſt principatts corgn,! My. God, 
thy friends are too much honoccd, their Prin 


.cipality is roo much ſtrengrhned, -or eftgbliſh- 


ed !-Doſt thou dere Fame or Riches ? behold, 
the ſame Prophet telleth thee, -Glor:« & arui- 
tie in domo Domini, Glory and Riches arcin 
the houſe. of God. | Art thou, delighted with 
the. imagnificence of Royal ;Feaſts ? The 
King, of Kings hath by his.unly Son ſent 


dawn from Heaven, inviied all Mankind 
to. a delicious. Banquet in his Eternal Palace, 
-where having. ſeated all the, gueſts that 
.come' upon his invitation, - according to 
their ſeveral degrees, himſelf will miniſter 


unto 


"24 "A Diſcotrſe noon the” 
unto'them. Is thy heart raviſbed at the ſight 
of ſome accompliſhed Beitury 2 Thoſe who 
reſide in that Eternal manſion, out-{hine the 
Sun in greateft height of all his glory. 
-- In fine, wharever «lic it is that doth fe- 
lighr thee, ſhall there be preſent, becauſe all 
"thy ſouls faculties, which can find nothing 
io this infegior World but is' too mean and 
'narrow for them, ſhall there be: fully' faris- 
'ied) ' according ro the Jarge extenr of afl 
/eheir powers, being abforp't in conterwpla- 
,Tiog of the firſt Truth,” and the enjoyment 
'of the chiefeſt good ; and yer all this ſhall 
be, not by the rarious'd; verſity of ſereral 
'objects, but by their blefſed admiffion to the 
*preſence'of God him!elf, who being the Firſt 
*cauſe, contains eminently the per fetion of all 
other beings, tn the fimphcity of his own na- 
ture, communicating freely ail his excellen- 
cicsro thoſe: happy petſorts, 'who are made 
partakers with himin che infinite and indivi 1I- 
Tible Eternity. 
| Having'-confidered the aft diverfiry there | 
"56 berween Eternity and Time, by reaſon'of. 
*the infinity'of the one, ahd the ſtraight limirs 
[/ wherein che 'gther is ſhit up and circuraſert- 
"bed ; ;the entire firmne(s' of rhe one, ' and the 
«*minure parts whereinto the qrher is/dividet: 
It follows that we ſhould raiſs our thoughts 
unto the contemplarion 'of thoſe excellencies 


which an Eccrnal Being hath;by-the corhpar- 
ing 
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ing of it unto that which we enjoy during the 
ſucceſſion of Time, | ©? 

Thoſe who employ themſelves in queſt of 
thar, which we call vulgarly The Fh:loſophers 
Srone, have not-'as yer' found out- rhe way of 
fixing' Aferexry ;* which 1s the cauſe © they 
fail in their'arremps of making Gold,/nor- 
withſtanding the many laborious and charg=- 
able experiments have been uſed for-rhe effe- 
Qing of it.” And all *thar have endeavoured 
to eſtabliſh -rheir Contentmentin rhe periſh- 
able goods of this inferior World, have found 
rhemſebves'deluded by" their hopes; becauſe 
they wereinor able'ro-f# rhe fleering infants 
of the or&Entrime, whoſe tontintial morioh 
is, of all otherthings; 'thaſt deſtructive: Untd 
-the happineſsof life,” 10 (1972070122) OT INE 
© Whar anCuncomfortable: Voyage bold 
thit man have,” who'were boundiontinlguett 
of ſome particular Wave, Tth' midit'oÞ the 
Atlantic&”Octin | how improbable/tharohe 
ſhonld make 4icovery of wharhe tought for! 
And how' ifhÞofſible to-ferdte there; torfider- 
Ing the perperaal agitarſon of the wwarers; in 
'thar reſtle{s'Eement'! And". yer ſuch2is-the 
Fatal blindneſs" which poſitffeth the: greareſt 
"part ef humane' kind, that" we conſuntts ogr 
hves in ſeeking ro find oar- a'parmanentbljſs 
(amid the various divetfity of worldly things; 
*hough all predecefſors for ab5ve hfty Ages 
'palt, who'have preceded us in that dens, 

avec 


36 . A. Deſcourſe upon the - 
have periſhed in it, without being able toin- | 
form us any thing, ſave only this, - that they 
have met with nothing in their ſeveral wan- 
derings but Vanity, nor reaped ought but the 
Vexation-of their, ſpirits-z and, thar Times 
courſe (as certain, tho not forapidas that of 
the: Ocean) faileth, not to-raviſh. from us all 
thoſe pleaſing objects, - in the purſuit, of whieh 
we.cntertam our hves, - and fancy.in.the. ob- 
raining of them a GContentment, which is no 
where to be. found, but inthe happy Region 
of ETERNITY: : 

That harmlefs Innocence which. isthe Pre- 
cious treaſure of Pup Childhood, ; is. violently 
ſnacched. from: us -by;the heat;of Youth, 'thar 
3nconſiderately engageth, us to.ſeck Content- 

ment in ſatisfaction of our. Lyſtful, Apperites,; 
and-when the acceſs: of years and Judgment 
at..Mans eſtate, bath, made; us {e& ithe yanity 
.of that, employment, Ambition, zBride. and 
-Coverouſheſs preſent us with. ;the: ſpecious 


"We 'Bairs'of Honor, Power,:and Riches, and train 


us by. thoſe ſweerallurements from. contem- 
(plation of ETERNITY , to employ the 
-ftrength and vigor/ofi our.age m, purchaſe of 
them, ; as if they could beftow-rrue, happineſs 
vn their poſſeſſors ;-1untilat laſt, (if death pre- 
-yeht.ns not before;-we find ourſelves arrt- 
ved-o8t-the utmoſt-period' of life ( Old-age) 
where tho experience diſcover to us the true 
- nature-of all thoſe, tranſitory: things we oY 
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admired, yet we can reap no other fruic of 
all her Counſels, but only Sorrow and Def: 
pair, when we conſider the groſsneſs of our 
errors and miſcariages in the time paſt, and 
the impoſlibility of amending them in that to. 


Come. 


And hence it is the Royal Prophet David 
takes occaſion ro reproach Mankind of dul- 
neſs and heavineſs of heart, that quitting the 
only necefſary thought and ſtudy-of Ererni- 
ty, give themſelves over unto the. love of va- 
nity, and the purſuit of lies : F:lis- homiunm,, 
uſquequo gravi corde,ut quid diligitis vanitatem, 
& queritzs m:ndacium ? As who ſhould. fay, 
You ſons of men, how long will you permit, 
your: hearts and your affections to be weigh- 
e{ down by the. inordinare ſolicityde. for. 
earthly things ? Behold, the Pleaſures which you; 
love and court for ſatisfaition of your Youth, are 
only vanity ; and thoſe mare ſolid employments you 
ſearch after for the entertainment of your Elder, 
years, arebut a lie ; promiſing Conteniment, and 
giving nought but Care, Vexation, apd, Repen-, 
tance. | 

If ?=lizs Ceſar cauld have foreſeen thatall 
his Victories and Triumphs whereby, he ſub- 
jected unto himſelf the. Roma: Srate, ( that 
proud Miſtreſs of the then-kuowh. world ) 
would bur have ſerved to. make [him fall a. 
glarious Victime in. the Senate-houſe; he had 
not proſccugcd. certainly with ſo muchardour 

| £ as 
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as hedid,the cutting off all thoſe, who.oppaſed 
themſelves ro the accompliſhment of his am- 
bitious defignes. King Pyrrhus had fiirefol- 
Inwed, the counſel of his friend, ang beraken 
himfſeif unto the quier pleaſures of a'peaceful 
life, had he been well informed that all his 
thoughts of: Conquelts, and the enlargment 
of his Empire, ſhould periſh rogether with 
Himſelf; by the hands of a weak Woman, in' 
the artetpt he made to ſurprize.the Citie 
Argos. Saladine ( that great Victorious Sul- 
ran of the Eait) would nor have ſpent his life 
amid'.the 'toyl and dangers that attend a 
Martial employmenr, had he but thought at 
fir}, as he did afterwards,” ar the hqur of 
death,, that he ſhould carry nothing of all the 
Spoiles And Riches he had garten away with 
Him, | but only a poor: Shire, ro ſhroud his car; 
caſe; The*Rich man in the Goſpel would' 
nor- have joyed in his full Barns and" Store- 
houſes ffficienr for the'expence of many 
yeats, hadRe'but known' that” he ſhould ne- 
ver live td Re' the birch” of the ſileceeding 
fn fine; the buſineſs of the Wotld , would 
ceaſe, and we ſhould Took, with hotrotir and 
averſion upon thoſe, gilded, follies, ajidplea- 
Gng yanirifs, 'in' queſt whereof we fend our 
Gves, diffutb the elements; and alter the whole 
frame of Nature, were but their Mask pulled 
off, :and we made ſenſible of that which1s con- 
; firmed 
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frmed unto us by the experience of all our 
predecctiors; to wit, that there is nothing m 
this inferior world can givea ſatisfaction to 
our ſoul, whote trame 15 equal unto that of 
the Teleitiai ſoirits: and thar, although (by an 
exceſs of Beltialiry ) we could ſo þ lunge our 
ſouls into the maſs of our rerreſtrial Brdies, 
as to ſet up ourreſts upon the enjoyment of 
thoſe things which are the object of our Senſes; 
yer Age 'and Sickneſs would, like unbidden 
gueſts,trouble the mirth of all our Entertain- 
ments, and Time (the ablvlure Commander 
of all Sublunary things )conſuming by degrees 
the matter of them, would violently ſnatch 
us from their. <mbraces, and put 1n execution 
that irrevocable Decree pronounced by God 
againſt mareris] rhings, ro wit, That whatſoe- 
ver is compoled of duſt and aſhes, ſhall again 
return untoir. 

So thar'iff We examine the true cauſe of 
things, we muſt conclude, that the ill con- 
duct of our hves, and atl the miſeries, vices 
and diſorders that flow from rhence, are an 
_£tfe of the continual motion of Time:; which 
.reprefenting unto. us "theſe exterior objects, 
under feyeral diſguiſes, keeps vs from pene- 
trating intothe xrue: nature of them z; and 
ſuggeiting to our deluded minds, vain hopes 
-anid fears,” doth by thoie falſe alarms diſturb 
our Reaſon, and brings: upon us a forgerful- 
nets of what is palt, a_mittake of what 1s 
pus 
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ſent, anda groſs negligence, in not pro-_ 
viding of our ſelves for what's tocome. 

For remedy hereof, Antiquity was uſed to 
ſet up Trophies and Monuments of all great 
-and vertuous aCtions, as alſo to expoſe the 
- bodies of Malefaftors who were executed, 
unto the publick view on Poles, or Gibbers, 
that ſo poſterity being put in mind of what 
had paſt, might be inviced to imitare the one, . 
.andavoid the other. King Philip( father of 
the: Great Al:xandcr.) gave command unto a 
Page of his, ro wake him daily with this Ad- 
monition, That he ſhould ca!l ro minde he 
was a Man; fearing leit he might otherwiſe 
be ſo far forth tranſported by the falſe-luſtre 
of his Greatneſs and Profperities, as to mis+ 
ftake (which his Son after did) what himſelf 
was, and forger the- condition of Humanity, 
whercin he had been placed by God *and Na- 
-mure. And (the'greatDottar of the Church) 
'$. Jerome, thinks. it a matter of that conſe- 
quence for us to employ our ſelves in the con- 
ſideration of whar is future, thathe aſſures us 
confidently ( by-warranr ofthe facred Scrip» 
ture) we fhould never fin, did we but care- 
Fully ruminate on the laſt rhingsrhar do at- 
'rendus: Memorare nevſſima' tua,' & in ater= 
u&73 1107 peccabis, 

See. here the true condition of our being 
during the ſucceſſion of Time. . Let us now 
alter the Scene , and from this Theatre of 

| Con- 
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Confuſion and Diſorder, raiſe up our thoughts 
unto the Contemplation of ETERNITY, 
It is an Inſtant always preſent, never decay» - 
ing; Whoſe Infiniry comprehends all Times, 
paſt, preſent, and to come; anc whoſe Sims 
pliciry preſenting usat once with whatſoever 
can be good or-perfect, united in their Firſt 
Cauſe, ( the Divine Nature) whereof ( unleſs 
our fins debar us from his*ſhght) we ſhall be 
then made glad beholders, elears up the fog- 
gy Miſts of Ignorance, of Forgerttulneſs, and 
of miſtake, which hang between our Under= 
ſtandings, and the truth of things; fills all 
the powers and faculties of our Souls, with 
rhe enjoyment of their deſired qbjetts, and- 
doth eſtabliſh us in the ſecure poſlcfſion of our 
bliſs, beyond the reach of Fortune, or” of 
Time, which ſhall not there have power to 
traverſe our Contentments, with the defire 
of ought. that's paſt, or the: apprehenſion of 
ought to comme. | 
When we have once maturely weighed 
cheſe ſolid. Truths we-ſhall begin to loath this 
Priſon of our bodies, - ſubject to- the perpetual 
injuries of Time, and Death; and fhall cry 
out: with the Apoſtle : Infel:x ego homo, quis 
we diberabit de corpore mortis hujus? Unhappy 
man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from - 
this body which belongs to death ? And with 
the ſame Apoſtle, fixing all our affettions and- 
thoughts upon-ETERNITY, weſhall con- 


tinually 
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tinually . defire to be diſfolved, that we may 
livewith Chriſt in his Erernal habitation, And 
we ſhall receive the Sunſmans to diſlodge 
hence, brought us by. Age, Diſeaſes, War, 
Famine, Peſtilence, ar any other Officer of 
Time, clad in the hideouteſt dreſs that Dearth ' 
can wear; we ſhall with joy prepare our ſelves 
unto the journey, and with the FropnetDavid 
ſav, Leratis ſum in hs que aitta ſunt mih:;, It 
——_ Domin: ibimas: | am rejorced in that 
which hath been ic unto me, We will go 

1nto the Fouſe of Ge d. 
- IrSeem-(being a man according untn Gods 
own hears) he had well ttudied the nature of 
thar Celeitial manſion, whoſe qualities he 
doth ſo excellently deſcribein the rwo foliow- 
. 10g yerles;; SI nees crant bc cds noſtri 1 atr us 
us Peruſale ”, /ermſal 798 Gan ed:ficatur ut Civi- 
J&s,, £1914 partic patio eju in idipſum: Our teet 
Were ranging, jn, (hv. courts, eruſal-m. Here, 
they are running, forced 10 accompariy the 
Teton, of :I:me ; but. they ſhall there be fixed 
in an ereraual reſt; never to be diſturbed by 
T; ;me. or Fortune. {<ruſalem that is 'builded 
as a City, whole. portion .confiſteth in the- 
thing 1 (gr. All other places are bur Inns, 
where weare entertained as patlengers during 
our, Filgrimage,and th: rcfore have their build- 
ings ſubject ( asare thoſe they harbcur) unto 
decay and rwne: bur this City being tne per 
'Mmanert pjacc of cur abode, hath its faunda- 
19A 
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tion laid 'upoh the hever-fading: Baſis: of E-: 


TERNITY. Aidifyouask, What is the 
ſtock or treaſure ofthe inhabitants im that 
bleſſed. Gounrgy?, He forthwith -xells/ us thar 
their ' portion contilteth in the thing it (elf, 
What, is the thing it {elf # butthar which is 
without, dependance-upon:;any' other. And 
what. is:that ? but-he-who being to declare 
himſelf gnro the P:triarch doſes, ;faith, He w, 
hethat 15; even Go >him elf, in whom 1s com- 
prehended th- fnne': of a! 11 Being, +nd: with- 
out whom 1s. nothing,” but the privation of 
Good 'atd Happineſs. {3678 7:7 

Let us endearor then ſo to comport our 
ſelves, that we be not 'cngaged amid theſe 
fading,rranſitory things, but may:be avle to 
to fay 'with the Apoltle,, O#1/fe z laid up with 
Chyiſtyin'God. And let our only Traffick and 
Negotiation, be, . to. hoord up treaſures (ac- 
.cording:;.to the Council of our bleffed Lord 
and: Saviour.) where neither ruſt::nor moths 


.caricome to waſt them, nor thieves break. in 


to ſteal them from us.. We need nor be to 
ſeek where that: ſhould be, fince he informs 
us that ris in Heaven, the. only proper ſeat 
and manfionof ETERNITY. 

In-the preceding diicoucſe I have endeavor- 
ed to deſcribe( although imperfe2ly )the na- 
ture and condition of Eternity, Which is the 


, true and proper habitation of our ſouls, who 


have nv cenmerce with Time, 


bur only by 
[7 


their 


I — _ 
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eheirunion with our bodies : a bleſſed Coun. 
ery, bur ſuch a'one asdoth not equally agree 
with all Conſticutions :-to ſome, it is an Ocean 
of pleaſure,reſt,and happineſs; to others, an 
Abyl(s of everlaſting horror, trouble and con- 
fuſion. The reafon of which difference pro- 
ceeds from the diverſity of thoſe ſeveral diſ- 
poſitions and affeCftions we 'earry with us at 
our” parting hence. -For the clear under- 
franding whereof, it is neceſſary that we con- 
fider the nature of our ſonts, and examine 
what are thoſe things which fubſiſt in and' 
together with them, after the diſſolution of 
our bodies. NE. 
The Heathen Philoſ@phes, guided only by 
the light of Nature, did ( ſome of them)be- 
tieve the foul: of Man: to be immortal: they 
tperceivedwetl, that the was capable-ofimu-- 
-ny\aperations, even in' this life, without tHe 
*mediation of the body: that ſhe gave a'be- 
-ing within her ſelf, unto an infinice 'narhber 
of rhinps, abſtratted from the ſeveralinotions 
of time, place, figure; or any other property 
incident unto'mareridl things:; which kind of 
being, becauſe-it ſorred not unto the things 
themſelves in their own narure, they muſt 
neceffarily receive from her : and they did 
thence infer, that ſhe could not communicate 
ſuch a being unto them, unle's ſhe had an im- 
material being in her ſelf: rhey ſaw the a& 
- of Judging was an action purely her own, 
whereby 
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4 whereby {ſhe produced feveral Concluſions 
” | Cmwhicharenew Beings ) our of thoſe Premiſes 
k that preſent themlieives to our Imaginations. 
1 | And knowing the infallibility of this Argu- 
” | ment, Exxibilo nihil fit; That of nothing there 
" | comes nothing z they were fully ſarished the 
© | Soul had a bejng independent of the body; 
T |} finceitwas able ro cornmunicate a being un- 
” | to otherthings, without the help of any Or- 
a gans which depend upon het. . 


+ | ; Fromthe alſuranceof her Being, they col 
bt leted alſo her Immortality ; for having by 
, the ſtrict obſervation of all natural cauſes ; 
\. | found outthar nothing whatſoever could lofe 
Y | its former being, and acquire a new one , 
which weterm Death in living creatures ) 
Y | bur by Diviſion ; and that ſame could happen 
p but two ways, viz. either by dividing the 
© | matter from the forrh, or by dividing themat- 


& | terwithinit (elf; they inferred thence, that 
T F ſince both theſe ways were incompatible with 
wy the Soul,ſhe was not capable of a real Change, 


+ and conſequently nor of Death, ( which of 
O01 all others is the greateſt. ) Not the firſt, be- 


o tauſo that ſhe is immaterial ; nor the ſecond, 
Fr q becauſe ſhe is a pure form,and that all forms 
16] Are by. their being fo, incapable of diviſion, 


of increaſe, or diminntion, according unto 
theſe ewo Maxims among them, Forma non 
ſuſcipit majus & minus; and this other, in in- 
- aia1ſibils non fit wutatio. 
D 2 * Upor 
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_ that aff the Reſolutions or Judgments; - and 
all choſe Sciences and Arts, whether Specula- 
tive or PraQtick, which are in the ſont during 
this life, ſhall remainalſo in her afterſepara- 
tian from the. Body ; theſe being things which 
dependonly on her; and which are{ina kind) 
part of her felf, ſo''as' withour 'thetm ſhe 

would loic ſomething of the perſeCtibn of her 
Being, 

' Andto conclude, becauſe they ivy" nothing 

among all the works 6f Nature, | which did 

not. .a* ſome time or other (anleis! rwere hin- 

dered by exterior cauſes ) artdin-unto a ful- 
neſs aud maturity, wher: bv it wa$ienabled 
ro reach that end fer which. it was 6rdained; 
and foundthe Reafirmable (ſoul alofie,, which 
hath for the cbjet of her Under! di rhe 
truth of a' I Natural cates, and thelr tea 

Was got #b'r ar any "time during "HISNTITe,, 

wherejn ſhe's: > uniced with the body, TO COM: 


© % £ « 


| ' wherewith teas endued, 2a! nat POAy rettin 
' thoſe Sciences the hath acguired'her&y: bur 
lo be ableto conceive all other Trath and 
"Knowledge unite 6 py may be'dedu- 
ccd out of them, b y that co::catenation ard 
——_ | . depel.- 


'Upon the' ſame Grounds allo they inferred, 
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dependance which theveriry of one Propofi- ' 
tion hath upon thar of ancther. 

T have delivered the.e ſpeculations of the 
Philoſophers with this brevity, withour ſerting 
doWy the many Arguments uſed by them for 
proof df their Aﬀertions, and'Anſiver of the 
Objeftiotis have been fr: amed in oppoſition to 
them, ( wherewith w Mole Volumes n: 1ghr be 
filled) becauſe they have been ſince, the moſt 
part of thetn, confimed nnro us bythe Tenets 
of Chriſtian Religion ; the truth whereof(be=- 
ing ftevealcd by God himfelf) is not to be diſ- 
pured by Mankind, And I have taken this 
ſhore view of the condition of Our Souls only 
to this intent, that in the ſequel of the en- 
ſuing Diſcourie, we may upon theſe Grounds 
be able the better rn diſcover how far the or- 
dinary working of Natural cauſes cotF, co-ope- 
race with the Divine juttice, in the Reward of 
Vertuous, and tne FUNKAMEN of Vitious 
per'ons. 

For. the clear underftanding wherenf, we 
muſt know, that all tivinz Creatures what'o- 
ever ( cxcepr Man ) being deftituts of Reaton, 
ſuffer themſelves withour repwnancy to - 
diretted 'by the Rules of Na: UTE, ( thar 
the ocdin. ary power uſed by Got in gove rning 
the World. ) which derh ſreeerly guide them 


to the fe- for mance of thoſe actions, and ihe 


obtainifig of thar end, whereunro they are 


ordained, * But Man{ whoſe portion is a Rea- 
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ſonable ſoul) affumes the Condutt of himſelf, 
and blinded by Self-love, or over-weening 
Pride, forſake the general end of other things, 


* (which is the honor and glory of their Ma- 
' Ker) to purſue his own particular Gopd, and 


follow the inordinate affections of his own Cor- 
rupted nature. The true cauſe of which 
Miſtake, is this that follows. | 

Thoſe who have curioully ſearched into the 
compoſition of Man, obſerve, that he may 
be conſidered in a rfiple capacity ; according 
unto every one of which, he hath a ſeveral 
Good that he propoſeth unto himſelf, and 
endeavoureth to attain unto during this life. 
The firſt is, as he is a living creature, com- 
poſed of a material body, ard a form that 
doth communicate unto it life and motion. 
The ſecond, as he js endued with a Reaſonable 
foul, capable of Diſcourſe and Knowledge, 
participating thereby of the nature of Intelle- þ 
Ctual ſpirits ; which placeth him in a rank a- 


- bove all the material creatures of this inſe- 
*rior World. And the third, as he is the Work- 


manſhip of God, created by him out of no- 
thing, after his own likeneſs; that he might 
ſerve him with obedience and perſeverance, 
during his temporal being, and be-the wit- 
neſs and partaker of his glory in ETER- 
NITY. The Chicfeſt good of Man, accord- 
ing to the firſl, are Riches, and corporal 


' Pleaſures, called by rhe Apoſtles Concapiſcentia 
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carnis & oculorym, Concupiſence of the fleſh 
and eyes. According to the ſecond, the va- 
nity of humane Knowledge, accompanyed 
with the forgerfulneſs of God; or the ambi- 
tious defire of obtaining Power, Honor and 
Command, called by the 'ame Apoſtle Super- 
biawite, Pride of hf:. Thoſe who conſider 
Lim according to the third capacity, eſteem 
their Chiefeſt Good to conſiſt in the uniting 
of their wills with God, and in procuring the 
advancement of his glorious Name. 

Now the vaſt diſtance there is between 
theſe ends which men propoſe unto them- 
ſelves, cauſeth the great diverſity we ſee 
daily between them in the direCtion and con- 
duct of their lives ; each. one deſiring to ob- 
tain the object of his Wiſhes, by aCftions 
ſuitable unto ir : thoſe of the firſt rank aban- 
doning themſelves to ſenſual luſts, forger the 
dignity of Humane nature, and abaſe them=-. 
ſelves down to the rank of Beaſts. Thoſe of 
the fecond, denying to acknowledge him iram 
whom they have received all thoſe advan- 
tages wherein they glcry, imitate the devils 
in their pride, ingratitude, and rebellion a- 
gainſt their Maker. Thoſe only the third 
rank, entring into the true knowledge of rhem- 
ſelves, and of the end for which rhey were 
created, ſubmit their wills unto Almighty God; 
and: endeavoring to imitate the Angels in 


* their prompt obedience, make themſelves, 


D-4 during 
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during this life, fit to enjoy their ſocigty af- 
ter the diſſolution of their bodies. 

From the great contraricty cf mens Judg - 
ments, Reloluticns, ard of the aCtioc.s and 
habirs that ſlow fiom, and are acquired by 
them, arieth the Gifferent. condition of our 
ſouls when they are icparared from our bo- 
dies. . The Coral we ſec Gaily, grows inthe 
Sea; and I have read, that being under wa=- 
ter, ir may (by rcaton of its ſoftneſs} bemould- 
ed into aay ſhape or figure whatſocver ; but 
being once expcſed unto the epen a'r, it forth- 
with ,hardens, and is no more capable, of 
change ard aiteraticn. The like happereih 
unto our Souls, who while,they do_continue 
in this Sea o'th' world, are fuſccy:rable of rhe 

different affeftions of Good and Pad, accord- 
ing. to the ſeveral aj prarances of things, 
which working on our Fancics, ir.cline our 
Wills unto the following or forſ;king of them: 
bur having once finiſhed their voyage here, 
muſt always wear the dreſs of rhoſe afſettions 
they have ar parting; hence, and reap. their 
Harveit in Eternity, tuicable unto the Seeds. 
they have. ſowed here ;*according, to that 
ſaying of the Apaſtle,: "Diecwny; ſemizaverit 
homs, ead:m & meter, \Whatloever a man hath 
ſowed, the. fame allo he, ſhall reap. , 

Ler us Examine the condition of 'one who 
hath abandoned _himlelf.unto his ſenſual luſts, 
. and. placing his Chief, good 1 in them, hath'em- 
, ployed 
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ployed all the affeQions ard faculties of bis 
Sou incompaſling thoſe oyjeqts of. his wiſh- 
his ſtock of time is now exhauſted, whi Iſt 
he endeavored only ro-, beguile it with ;the 
variety of choice delights ;, and Death find- 
ing him buſie in the carefſing of His. _ 
hath violently ſnarched ir, from him. 
ſtately Palaces, vaſt Treaſures, ard abit? 
ing Beauties, whereof he thought himſcIF the 
owner, are bow in the poſſeſſion of another ; 
andthe poor Soul is expoſed naked, upon the 
confines of ETERNITY. Ler us withthe 
eyes of Contermplati,, J WA -en her thi- 
ther, agd 1 ſee whar are, her thoughts, what 
are her, entertainments ,in that Country , 
whercin,as yer ſhe is a ranger, This Tude 
Alarm hathTrouzed her now out of that plea- 
ſing lumber wherein ſhe wretchleſly, conſu- 
med the time alotted her .to labor, and ſhe 
is come unto the Iand'of reſt, wherein ſhe 
muſt for all ETERNTTY fubfiſt upon the 
'Srock ſhe hath broygar with her. | She now 
begins ro take a,view thercof; and ſumming 
her Accounts, ſhe ands, thar all-her large 
Poſſefſtons , ſumptuous Buildings, Friends, 
and Riches, have parted with hcr at the hour 
of Death; that all, her Pleaſures are vaniſh- 
ed like a dream ; that her Body, for whoſe 
ſolace and delight all theſe were coveted, is 
mouldring into duſt and aſhes; and that, in 
fine, of all that ſhe hath done, of all that ſhe 
; hat!) 
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hath ſeen, ſuffered, or enjoyed, there remains 
nothing with her, but her own inordinatc 
Judgments and affettions, which like a ra- 
ging fire burn her-without conſuming,whilſt 
all her powers and faculties are racked jn- 
ceſſantly; when ſhe conſiders the excellency 
of what ſhe hath forgone, the unworthineſsaf 
what ſhe hath purſued, and the impoſlibilicy 
ra retpact her choice. 

All that which a moſt violent paſſion is 
able to produce in the mqſt capable ſubject, 
is nothing, in compariſon of her afflictions. 
We read that Popper's Wife ( ſhe who was 
Daughter unto flizs Ceſar ) died ſuddenly 
with the excels of grief cauſed by the love 
ſhe bare unto her Husband , upon the ſight 
but of a bloody garment which ſhe knew 
had been that day worn by him: And if we 
may believe the Poets, that ſame Pafljon 
drew Orphems to Hell, among the Ghoſts and 
-Fiends, in ſearch of his Exridice, as being 
company much more ſupportable unto him, 
than were his Cares and Sorrows ' occaſion- 
ed by her abſence. Bur alas! what compa- 
riſon is there between the cauſe of their af- 
flictions? They forrowed for thcir ſeparation 
trom thoſe they loved bur fot a time, as bo- 
ing well aſſured, that alctho time would not 
reſtore life tothoſe had loſt it ; yet he would 
certainly unite them tg their loves, by giving 
death tothoſe that ſayghit it; whereas ETE R- 

| gee NEITY 
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NITY, (tho infinite and boundleſs ) cannot 
in all the vaſtneſs of its extenſion, furniſh 


this Soul with theleaſt ray of hope, tharſhe 


ſhall meer again with thoſe deceitful plea- 
ſures wherein ſhe had eftablifhed her Content- 
Ent. | 
"The miſeries we fiiffer during our union 
with our bodies, have ever with them this 
double Comfort, wiz. that either they them- 
ſelves will change their nature, or we change 
ur opinions touching the nature of them, 
— courfe of things we ſee is variable; and 
we may probably 1magine;-thar as our Joys 
Have paſled, ſo alſo will thoſe things that do 
aflict us; or elſe, that the ACquaintance WE 
ſhall make with miſery, will in time fo far 
alrer the nature thereof, that we ſhall be. 
no longer troubled at it. The ſtrongeſt Poy- 
ſons do, in tract of time, become natural, 
Food to thoſe that are accuſtomed to them :. 
as heretofore, we read, it happened unto 
that King, from whom we have the name 
and uſe of Mithridate, Whereas the milſcries 
of an Eternal cendition can never receive 
eaſe by any alteration, either in the things 
themſelves , or in the minds of thoſe that 
ſuffer them ; becauſe Eternity is nothing elſe 
but a fixed inſtant, always permanent ; and 
Time is ſo eſſentially necefſary unto Change, 
that it cannot be wrought bur by its means ; 
according to the before-recited Maxime, n 
eſt anti non fit mutatio, The 
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iThe Tarmenc which Hchronrins. coin: 
ediby Firgd in his-e/En#gs): uied t9 ls Lap, 
tives, hachſatae1mperfecg weak reſeqm! J ance, 
of rhis paarbouls {candition.. Thas. Tyrant 
uſed to faſten them unto dead bodies, Jayn-. 
ing'their hands, theififgct,, their\mourhes.* 
their eyes | and; all thein other parts,, with, 
thoſe' off; puttid) cargaſes., Leg us capfider 
what were: the:thoughts of,thoſe pgor .miſe- 
rable:Wretohes, , who thg/living 1g the m(clves, 
were-by:ithis uniap ,hjngired from exetciſhng 
any the adtionsof lifes. andinotwithſtagding 
their natural:averſion trom-ſtench, from.rot: 
tTenneſs,: and from corruption, were Yer for- 
ced to converſe /only-wih. them; exchang- 
-ing allithe happineſs, of life, - ro entertain 
thoſe diſmaliobjtts,. which preſented then 
with-nought: but gha$lncfs and terror. 
That: bnto - which -thole Wretches Were 
compelled, by! outward vidlence,,. is an,1m- 
perfect repreſentation, of what happens to 
chis foub by: her depraved habits and atfe- 
Rions: 1She hath, made;choice of bodily de- 
tights and (pleaſures, as:; her chiefef good : 
'he hath ;employed, during-her lite, the fa- 
culty of. her Underſtanding in the Contem- 
platinz,-and:; that of, her Will in_the enjay- 
ment .of:them., The often, reiteration of thefe 
: ats. and judgmens: » haye ; powerfully in;- 
" printed: them: within-ber. ; and being thus diſ- 
XN QIGIRKYTY, {11 poleg, 
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poſed} hee remporabunion with;the:badyihath 

been-difſolved; 'and-thels become a dwellen ih 

BDBLERMNTTY; where (-as I have dlready 
thewed Yfhe'ts nov capable'of alteration. -i$hp 

.very wellpcorceives!thebaſe unyorthineſsantl 

vanity 'of 'thoſe:dellghrs,: and the impofiibility 

of. everi coming :to::trmoy them!; but cannar 

quir her/1nclinarions, to'them which not per- 

mitting/ her: to exerciſe her: faculiics:on ob» 
jects worthy her {t1f; ti her: with notions of 

earthly ,” and: cormipuible-things'; wheredn 

( beginnmg robe naw ſenf{ible of ther owh 

naturalperteCtions!) ſhe cannot caſt arhought, 

but 'doth - repleniſh! Hes | with: horrour, with 

confifionp and affeightnient... 41t £11cls 11 

>The condition» of caoSoul (puffed up with 
the:pride: bf haknaneKnowledge, orthe amb 
, birions:/dehre ofl1Power! and: Command,'after 
| her» ſeparanion>fromyahe body; iis yer much 
more deploreable:thah that of the other. The 
'failmgs' of the dne;7;have proceeded. from. a 
; groſs ignorance! pfithe rrue Good-:was to: be 
: followed; and/ from: ai foft)complidnce with 
. the! Bddy'; whereas this other :hath-atfended 
{our of "Malice", and-Contempr'i of the: Firlt 
-Caufe; from 'whomi ſhehath received: herbe- 
Mg! theione 1s tobe looked on as ia:Traytor 
/and aiRebel, who! harh artemped ro invade 
the rights of her Creator, and entteavored-to 
finde our-a Wiſdom, » and citabliſh'a 'Power, 

which ſhould be independent of him, Their 
| | Pailions 
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Paſſions tre proportionable unto the Cauſcs 
from whence they ſpring ; ſo as if the/-one 
= her ſelf over to the weak Paſſions of 

ief. and Lamentation, "this other falling 
from the height of her ambitious /pretences, 
maſt neetls abandon. her ſelf unto Deſpair, to 
Rage, and Furv, She: hath been 1o far blind- 
<d'during this life by the opinion ofher own 
wiſdom and ſufficiency, or dazled with the 
falſe luſtre of her dignities and power, that 
ſhe :refuſed-ro ftoop tothe Divinity, andac- 
knowledge him the only giver of them : ſhe 
.hath therefore propoſed her ſelf imto/her (elf; 
as the. main End of all' her actions ;. and hav- 
ing this cſtablifhed-a 'Chief Goadroppoſite 
unto that-of all the other. creatures; and ſet- 
ted: in-tier!ſelfrhe notians and affections rhere- 
of, ſhe thart.been ſeparated-from the: body; 
when coming to diſcover the true natureantd 
xaufe of things, 'ſhe findes, "that all chings 
which have a being depend» on God, as the 
Firft caufe; and 9. willingly ſubordinate to 
him asthe-End for which: they were created : 
[Thar her :felf is like a Prodigie ;.in Narure; 
'whom'all the other creatures exprobate with 
-chisher viteIngratitude, Treaſon, and Rebelli- 
-on againſt their Maker. What can ſhe do,hav- 
ing 'thas proudly condemned her God, and 


being her ſelf forſaken and deteſted by all O- 


ther things, bur ſeek aur a retirement in her 
ſelf, where her proud thoughts, deſpoiled of 
that | 
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that falſe "Greatneſs they had ' fancied, feed 

her contitjually with Envy, Rancor, and De- 

fpight, againſt her fellow-creatutes and the 
ity. 

Her caſe(in my opinion )hath-ſome.reſtm-' 
blance with that of Bajazet King of the Twrks, 
he who was overcome and taken priſoner by 
the great Tamerlane. This proud Prince ſaw 
himſelf maſter of the better part of fa; and 
having ſwallowed mn his ambitious thoughts 
the Monarchy of the whole world, had beſieg- 
ed the Grecian Emperor in his Imperial City, 
which he was upon the point of taking : bur 
in the midſt of all his flattering profperities, 
he was envaded by this Tarmerlane, whe hav- 
ing defeated him in a great Bartle, cauſed him 
to be ſhut up'in an Tron-Cage, wherein be- 
ing incloſed, he expoſed him unto. the moc- 
kery of all his Army, and ufed him as a Foot- 
ftool ro tread upon, whenſoever he had an 
occaſion to get on horſeback. What-were 
the thoughts of this proud Tyrant, who hav- 
ingNarely had the diſpoſal of a World of men, 
and being regarded by them as a Deity, was 
ſuddenly become the ſcorn of Boys and Lac- 
keys ; and having formerly fancied to himſelf 
'the Empire of the world, was forced to ſerve 
another as his Footſtool? all his paſt Great- 
neſs, Power, and Proſperities, had now nqo- 
ther. being, but in his Memory ; where they 
were always preſent, not to give caſe to his 


aftli- 
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; | 
ain, byt ; to; 1ncreaſe the anguiſh and: 

bt" of them, by-; inſpiring .,him with 
hols of rage and:;fury againſt God and 
men; by. whom his Expettations had been fa 


foully, dil; appointed. * 


Such, we may fancy tb.our ſelves, are the 
RaVings of this poor ſoul; though with this 
difference, that Bajazer was able toavoid the 
trouble of, them; by? daſhing our his brains a- 
gainft the Iron-Bars of th ar. his Priſon; whereas 
this ſuf can neyer guict her ſelf from being 
perſecuted by thoſe: itings of Conſcience ſhe 
carries with her as her rorturers for all Eter- 
Tiep * 

a0, fm Tee ifs is.that Ro Ca | 

e'of the acts which a, Soyl exerciieth 

Air her ſepatation from the body,by compar- 
ing them unto thoſe we are capableaf dur- 
Uhiis'Iife 2 He that ſhould eftimare the 

bo roh of the'/ rimum obile, according to 
'what'he ſees y Perfr med here by a Snale, 
kin oy ot falt orter in his conception of the 
$ ifrnels wherewith that, Sphere is 

Hants e&d abdur this Globe of Earth, than we 
#MAILAS int 6urs, ifwe. reſemble the affeCtions 
of Joy and Grief, which we have here dur- 
ing the union with our material. bodies, to 
Tthofe'a Soul hath when Ahe,is ſevered from 
Ir : whether we ſhall conſider her huge Acti- 
vity, 'when ſhe is purely an immaterial (ub- 


ſtance, in comparil..n of What ſhe hath when 
| ſhe 


Ry 
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ſhe i clogged with fleſh and blood; or-the-! 
perfeCtion. of her operations,” when ſhe be- 
holds clearly the things themſelves irftheir 

' own. natures, without help of thoſe 7dea's, 
or. imperfe& repreſentations of them in our 

-Fancies, which we are forced to uſe during 

this hſe ; or laſtly, the exemprion from tire 

and place, by which our actions here are 
all reſtrained, but can have nocommerce ar 
all with her; wha. is above the reach of Time; 
becault of her Erernal being ; nor can be cir- | 
cum:cribed by. Place, as haying neither Qnan- 
"tity, nor Matter. The affeCtions of Jay and 
Grief, as they reſide in the Intellectual appe- 
tire of man, are bur impultes of our Wills up- 
on, our facultis; which carry us on to the 
enjoying of the one, or ſhunning the other; 
with. more or leſs violence, according to the 
meaſure of the impreſſion wereceive touching 
the good or evil of then: the force whereof . 
depends upon the ative motion of the ſoul ; 
and therein, that of one ſeparated hugely 
ſurpaſſerh. what ſhe hath here, while ſhe is 
mingled with the. maſs of nor terreſtrial bo- 
dies. | | ahh | 
. Powder, whereof we have the daily uſe, 
when 1t remains united, in the maſs-whereof 
it is compolcd , is eaſily reſtrainedi:by the 
cloſure of a Tun or Barrel ;but if ir once take 
fire, will cauſe an Earthquake, and ſhake the 
frame of Nature, if it be hicdred in its courſe 
Th E towargs 
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r&wards the Region of Fire, which is the pro- 
pes/Centre whiereunto it tends. The ſoul hath 
ſome reſemblance unto: this: her paſſions or 
impulſes during her union with the body, are 
weak and feeble ;bur being once divided from 
it, ſhe then hath an aCivity ſurpaſſing that of 
Fire, which makes her pafſions or impulſes 
become ſo ſtrong and vickne that they bear 
no proportion at all with thoſe which we 
have here ; and: enjoying nothing ' common 
with them, bur their appelfation. Their force 
is alſo very much increaled, by the clear fight 
ſhe hathof things in their own natures, with- 
out the help of any ſpecies drawn from the 
things themſelves, or the converſion of her 
{c}funtothe Phantaſms, | 

Fram whence ariſeth the certainty, of Know-. 
ledge, incompatible with Doubr, or with O- 
pinion (which are the greateſt enemies to. 
Action } ſinceno manever vehemently covers 
, or fears a thing, of whoſe nature he is zncer- 
, tin, And taitly, they are beyond meaſure 
heightned, by the exemption from Time and 
Place, which ſhe enjoys during her ftateof 
Cparztion; whereby ſhe compreherids (after 
a ſort) all Time and Place within her felf, A 
litrle-xime, and 'a fmall fpace, are capable on- 
{y of little-alterations. Weare norfenſible of 
the falling cf one crop of water ; whereas in 
rye, it hath the force to pierce the hardeſt 
Marble, And the Sun-beams, which being 
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diyided. jnte. ſundry places, have ſcarce the 
Wer - nu usz *s ( when tticy are unire 
2 a. Glaſs.) become a fire that burtis- and 
ſcorcherth. , te gr | 
'Whar ſhall we Civ then of a Paſſion; which 
hath ETERNITY, and. an Infinity of 
place, for bounds of its continuance and fitua- 
tion? All, degrees of Compariſon are here ex- 
ceeded. ; and we muſt needs acknowledge; 
that all the milcries whereof a man is capa- 
ble during this life, arc a meer, Nowung, in 


reſpect of whar theſe wretched, wretched fouls 


are farced..to. ſuſſer towards the expiation of 
their crimes, for all Eternity. © | 
What have here ſet down, hath been to 
explicate the miſerable ſtare of rhoſ& unhappy 
ſouls during Erernity ( according to the ordi- 
nary, courſe of Natural cauſes ) who deviating 
from the true Good, for the enjoyment where- 
of they were created, have purſued their own 
vicious inclinations and affettions, inſtead 
thereof., But who is he that can be able to dif 
cover the Immenſe greatneſs of thoſe Puniſh- 
ments which the ſtriCt Juſtice of an offended 
Deity will infli&t upon thety, for their ingrati- 
tude againſt him ? Here all expreſſion is dumb; 
and we,myſt needs. acknowledge, our hearts 
are ro9.t90. narrow, to comprehend the vaſt 
Aby ſſes of his Judgments, as well as the over- 
flowing. Torrents of. his Mercies. Yer fince 


Himſelf hath by bis only Son ſent down from 
| | \ | 4 Eh, w 23 heayen,, __ 
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Eo F) leaſed. th cnithlifidte fonte- 
INS EOREE Them unts Mankind; I ſhall 
with OR Ht raw near and wAtheorying 
purjapſly 18go4he hidden ſecrers, of zhem, at- 


Emp. 5 fake a, ſhort imperfect view'of the 


Proc g 'whichth e Diyine Jufti will or- 
Gr Se ac ot malefaQors; for 
1 be C puniſhtn Of HET offtnces. 
ag IS, ie" ition, of theſe 
| MSL: ding, unto. Rae ave' deferibed 
Gt angyethow! ha ppy were it, in reſpect 
of has. lf were Ma i left alone; ro 'be 
tormented only by tf a YN have 
(carce begun to Mes acqutainirane e with 
their mul 1C5,, Ren (3' are Ny wnk- 
roned Wit a,mulc [cirtid lc vo Dev, wio{c ugly 
(haphe cn; 3 af Foes ent Wk Rr” eg [ 
cy 


equa 

to that; I > the 
core; and Gs VANE Aon the 
dreadful ti f- Far of God: Theſe Fiends 
do- naw £1010 ty iT! The ſu6t ' of their 
t& :MPratioNs ; and k19.8 they orgy chem ro 

the place where t Hey. are to receive rhe'Sen- 

rence of. their Condemnation, praktife *upon 
them all thoſe barbatolly eruclties Which an | 
Iy, ulrjng. mercilets, Gnemy can nf lint a 
gaptivated wrereh, 'd-Hvered over t5 his rage 
and fury. They , " have exethite rheir 
pain and thefZ oor guiley f tits rrem- 
v1cb horrout r, io {we None lene 
| no the dreaded > of hit, *whom 
having 
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having] formerty:rejeteddar thei Adyocate;)” 
and 'their Redeemer; they -muſt now; Grbmitt 
utito, '{4$Judge of all thewattions ang depdrt+ 
ments!'Fhole rays of Glory whwhwtheaming; 
from higſabred perſong beplenifall;th&Saints: 
and'-Alipels ' with 'unfptrakable.ccontent and; 
pleaſits{ fft'thers wich advexcels-of horrog; 
and ac(phtr,] by making them refle$ ypon gbe; 
innocen&e” wherein they! were -created;; the: 
happirieſs for which-they were ordaided;. the 
baſe 'unworthinefs/ 06 - chat! fory long whereof; 
they have caſt offthe firſt and forfeited ghelJat? 
ref, theptofdigious"nglinets of thofeafleAians 
wherewith, Xhicy | ateilniw; tulet! trad. of 
rhem j/ antidaftly, rhab all:this muſt bepron 
chimed; and-juftifiedayainft their; boforcrhe 
dreddfil Majeſty v6:4Gods1in| breſeaacpfeha 
Saifits and Aogelspidiptheir own: Gpaſciances 
produced'!as wirngfſed dgainſt tharhþotatbein 
erernal ſhame andinfamyjziſothatimbe q 
with £Lepworn of thei torcuting thatghts; ag 
well azg'Dgvils, theyrknownor whether ofthe 
two hattt [greater [romneat; eirhor5thecexpe; 
[qe Sentence,'ior the-exthutian of - 
ity Dfs $ID 10 1,290} SH 7 ooh bog ©. of 
-An@yertharrfame iwonderfully.ttrrible's 
for they iare- therebybaniſhed framinht pre- 
ſencevt Almighty God, :and doometito- liven 
everlaſting! Fire, provided for-thg{cdeyil and 
his angels, framaliErcnnity. -:Adifaal man- 


fionj whether we > ſhall [conſider the'place ir 
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| ſelf, which is'a regivh-belchingout porperyal 
| flames, and yer covered with an impenerfable. 
| 


54 


darknefs y'or-the ſociety bf the (inhabitants. 
thereof who are the Devils, implacable cac+, 
mies of Humane kind ) whoſe malice; keeps: 
them perpetually: buſied in the- invention; of. 
| newirormments, - wherebyr to 2dde yntrg) the 
| _ greatneſs of their. aftitions ; or laſtly;. cheis. 
| enteriainments whilſt :they abide there; which 
| ( as the>Son- of God himſelf informs -us Jare 
| weeping and'gnaſhing-of their teeth for-all 
Er 23.0142 HS <<, 


| ' Tſhallnotgo abour'to reckon up the ſundry 
kinds'of Puniſhmenrsinflicked there,on- ſeveral 
| ns, according!to the nature of theip ſeve- 
| ral Crimes :the ſulphyrots Potions, which. the 
Drunkard' fall "there be: forced: fallow 

| down; inſtead of cherteficious Wines wherein 
he placed his 'greataſt kaÞpinets z£he Loath- | 
lomenfood wherewirh the: Glhuron all thera 

be cratnmed, 'jn fieyof his:bhoice-Featy, [and 
ſurnpruvus Banquers the Soornk[/badignities 
and Conternps ra which the Proud atnbitious 
| man ſhalt:be. expoſed; :in; exchange of. that 
ReſpeCct and Honor he ſought for here : and all 
_ thoſedifferent kindsof Tortutes which the/Di- 
vine Juſtice diſpenſeth. with an: admirable or- 
der, amid that horror andconfuſion; accord- 
ing 'ro''the different: Crimes ,wheneof theſe 
ſouls have here, been guilty, thoſs' have al- 
ready [been copioulſly  decyphereti-by; qthey 
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Nature of Eternity, &c. 55 
excellent Pens, and cannot be compriſed by 
me within the compaſs of this ſhort Diſcourle : 
nor doI comprehend how theſe material thjngs 
may (by the ordinary courſe of Nature )work 
any alteration in the immaterial ſoul, when 


' he is ſeparated from the body: ( for I ſpeak 


nothing of her condition after the Refyrre- 
tion, when ſhe ſhall be again united to ir : |) 
burT muſt needs conclude her rorments far ex- 
ceed the force of humane underſtanding to con- 
ceive, when I confider the infinite Majeſty of 
that God, for ſatisfaction of whoſe juſtice they 
are appointed; the abſolure unlimited power 
of him by whoſe order they are inflitted ; the 
huge aCtivity of a ſeparated ſoul' , by whom 
=_ areſuffered ; and the endlefs continuance 
of ETERN TY, during all which they are 
to be endured, JE? 0 
We have accompanied theſe miſerable ſouls 
unto the brink of that Infernal lake, wherein 


whoever falls is irrecoverable loſt for all Eter- 


nity : unhappy perſons ! to have ar all recei- 


,yed a Being, ſince they muſt there exchange 
the momentary pleaſures they have enioyed 


in giving fatisfation to their own unbridled 
Appetites, to live in everlaſting flames, ror- 
mented by the devils, and the ſting of their 
own Conſciences, more cruel to them than 


"thoſe helliſh Monſters amongft whom they are 
' fined by the Divine juſtice, for their pun- 


iſhment and our example, 
. E 4 Let 
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ſelf, which is'a regidh-belching out perpetual 
flames, and yer covered with an impenerrable. 
darknefs y'or-the ſociety bf the inhabitants. 
thereof, ( who are the Devils, implagable cac-, 
mies of \Humane' kind ) whoſe melice.; keeps; 
them pargoraaly: buſied in the invention, of. 
newirorments, whereby: to adder yrto! the 
greatneſs of their aftiftions ; or laſtly. cheir. 
entertainments whilſt they abide there, which 
( as the>Son- of God himſcif informs -us Jare 
weepmy and'gnaſhing-of their teeth for All 


 Tſhallnotgo abourto reckon up the ſendry 
kinds'of Punifhmenrsinflicked there, 0n-ſeveral 
perſons, according!to'the'nature of theix ſeve- 
ral Crimes rhe ſulphyrous Potions which. the 
Drutkard thajl ' there: be: forced;:to fivallow 
down; -intead of theteficious Wines wherein 
* placed hjs greateſt happinets ;£he Loath- | 
forme food wherewith ther Gluten hall thera 
be cratnimed, jm lieyof his-bhoice Feats, and 
ſurnpruvus Banquersz'the Soorn$;JLadignities 
and Cofiternps ra which the- Proud ambitious 
man ſhalt'be. expoſed; :in: exchange vf. that 
Reſpect and Honor he ſought for here : and all 
thoſe different kinds of Tortutes whiclytheDi- 


vine Juſtice diſpenſeth; with an: admirable or- 


der, amid that horror and confuſion; accord- 
ing 'ro'the different Crimes whereof theſe 


ſouls 'have here, been; guilty, 'thols' have al- 


yeady [beth copiouſly decyphereti-by qhey 
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Nature of Eternity, &c. 55 
excellent Pens, and cannot be compriied by 
me within the compaſs of this ſhort Diſcourſe : 
nor doI comprehend how theſe material things 
may ( by the ordinary courſe of Nature )work 
any alteration in the immaterial ſoul, when 


' the is ſeparated from the body: ( for I ſpeak 


nothing of her condition after the Refyrre- 
tion, when ſhe ſhall be again united to it: )) 
burtT muſt needs conclude her rorments far ex- 
ceed the force of humane underſtanding to con- 
ceive, when I conſider the infinite Majefty of 
that God, for ſatisfaction of whoſe juſtice they 
are appointed; the abſolure unlimited power 
of him by whoſe order they are inflited ; the 
huge aftivity of a ſeparated ſoul' , by whom 
= areſuffered ; and the endlefs continuance 
of ETERN TY, during all which they are 
to be endured, wu | 
We have accompanied theſe miſerable ſouls 
unto the brink of that Infernal lake, wherein 


whoever falls is irrecoverable loſt for all Eter- 


nity : unhappy perſons ! to have at all recei- 


'yed a Being, ſince they muſt there exchange 
the momentary pleaſures they have enioyed 


in giving fatisfattion to their own unbridled 
Appetites, to live in everlaſting flames, ror- 
mented by the devils, and the ſting of their 
own Conſciences, more cruel to them than 


thoſe helliſh Monſters amongſt whom they are 
' fined by the Divine juſtice, for their pun- 


iſhment and our example, 
| | E 4 Let 


56. A Diſcourſe upan the 
Let us. now alcer theScene,and quittingitheſe 
f:d ſpectacles of horror and affrighemenr, turn 
all our thoughts. upon the: contemplation of a 
ſoul, - who, during life, hath propoſed God unto 
her (eIfas her cheif good ; and-entring/ into a 
ſerious conſideration of che unſpeakable henc= 
fits ſhe hath received from him,in herCreation, 
in her Redemption,and continualPrefervation, 
hath(by an at of generous Gratitude) cafi of 
all chaughts of Luſt,of Vanity,ar Pride, whece- 
unto ſhe was inclined by her concupiſcences 
and affections, to ſacrifice her (elf entirely,un- 
to theperſgrmance of his will and: pleaſure : 
the Divine grace ( ſeconding theſe good diſpo; 
ſitiogs) hath ſo illuminated her with the. re- 
ſplendent beams of heavenly light, .chat ſhe 
bath . been ; enabled, to, diſcuyer; ſorne: hrrle 
glimpſe of thoſe admirable perfeCtions of her 
Creator, the, fhght whereot, hath rayiſhed all 
her powers, ;fo that, enarpoured on-his Cele- 
ſtial beauty,. ſhe hath cqoverſcd, duricg her + 
union; With the body,, only, 4n Heaven ;all her 
thoughts, wiſhes, and AffeQionr, being con- 
tinually preſent there, .where ſhe had, placed 
her only treaſure. Death; whoſe grim vitage 
affrights the moſt. couragious ſpirits, is, wel- 
come to, her; and ſhe doth quit, with joy the 
baſe attire of fleſh, and of corruption,, thar 
ſhe may put on immortalicy. - Ler.us a lntle 
conſider, the, bleſſedneſs of: her condition, in 

this ſtate of ſeparation, | | 


Know- 
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Knowledge, whoſe objett 18 the. true. ma- 
ture and caufe of things, is fo hard.to:/beats 
rained unto diiring this life,” tharthe/Philoſo- 


phers( who have empldyed themſelves in the 


ſearch of it )/have, @ grear part of. them, de+ 


. paired of -lting able.to find- it out. The Aces 


demicks ( a Sect of them much renowned man- 
cient time) pronounced boldly, that ghere was 
POUUAng what (oever:, could! be. known;: The 
HO (proceeding ſomething more. warily } 
hat nodemonſtrationcould.-bemade; and 
m taerefore cantinye doubtful, denyipg rheit 
aſſent unto; the: truth of any Propofitiort, +And 
choſe Philoſophers who following -&rifetle,} 
have, eſtabliſhed in; qur , Schools: a: form af 
Learniog, do. ( by a Eyranny-they excrciſe 
over- 0ur-Reaſon )command us to admif; withr 
our-proof,, ſo many - Grounds, -or. Prigcyples, 
ppan-which they eſtabliſh. che Doftrine; they 
delivery. that divers, of our 'choiceſt 'modetn 
Wigs.haye hence taken; ogcaſion ra diſpute a- 
gainſt them;and to endeavor the overthrowiag 
of allchat tcucture they have builrypan,them. 
T his inextricable Labyrinth; whergin-Truth 
is. ſhurtup,; being imperyious by mortal men 
cauſed Sograpes (afterall his ſudyinrhe ſearch 
of her ) conclude, thathe was ignorant of all 
things elſe, ſave only, this, That he knew no- 
thiag. And the deſpair of beingable to find 
her out, made-A4riſtotle throw himſclfheadl 
1nto. mY Occan, after he bad long fought, in 


vail, 


53 A Diſcourſe apo th: 
vain, to- find the reaſon of its Ebbings and 
Flowings. | 
Bur ſhe, whodoth'ſo carefully conceal her 
ſelf from rhoſe that live, expoſerh freely all 
her beautics'to be viewed over by this ſepara- 
ced foul; and fills her with the falnels of Wy 
knowledge'"inone inftant, whoſe ſmalleſt por 
tion we fearcely- gain, by'the continual fudy 
ofmany "Ages. The contemplation whereof 
is a'contentment infinitely ſurpaſſing all choſe 
pleaſiires'which we are capable of during this 
fife.: The Queen of Shebs, upon the fame on- 
ly of Solomon's great wiſdotn, rhought-it well 
worth her labor, to quir the pleaſures of her 
Cowrr,' and expoſing herſelf unto the trouble, 
roi; and dangers irnicident toa long! voyage, 
came from the furtheſt part «f all che Eaſt ro 
finde' him our, that ſhe might have theſaris- 
faQtion'to become-a'hearer of it. ' Alexander, 
the Great prized at {y heigh a rate thoſe no- 
tiohs [of Philofophy 'He had received from A- 
yiſtorl; during the time he was his Pupil, that 
he'Wwas uſed to ſay, he had a' greater obli- 
gation to-his' Tutor, 'than to his father Philip; 
and yer he had from him received: his Being, 
and Power ſufficient tomake himſef the won- 
der of ſucceeding Apes, by reaſon of his glo- 
rious Viftories and Conqueſts. ' And Archi- 
'wedes (the great Arti ty had all'his powers 
faculties ſo wholly taken up by the content- 
metit he found in peculating of thoſeDemon- 
| ftrations 


Nutare of Eternity, Sc. 5s 
ſtrations, he had invented touching the Syw- 
merry and proportion of Bodies, that all the 
rageand fury was pracuſed at the raking in of 
Syracaſe, and the deſtruttion of thoſe innocent 
inhabjrants which peopled thar' unlucky City 
(whereof himſelf was; one). could. got divert 
him from the pleaſure of jt, qr.once afford him 
leaſyre to make anſwer to.a Souldier who ask- 
cd his name, with ag: intention to haye, pro: 
ſcrved him. mel 4 bes nn . kl , mo 
., If this ſmall dawn of Knowledge hath ap- 
peared .ynto the cycsof the behalders with 1 
glorious a luſtre, as mage wrpreferable. before 
the, ſumptuous Magnijficences of a ſplendid 
Court, the, glictering, brightoeſs of a Crown 
and. 9cepter,.-or Life.ic (elf: What fhall,we 
fay of that exceſs. of pleaſure, wherewith this 
ſoul js. filled, when he..cnjoys the. fillneſs of 
all Knawledge, and clearly ſees. the iſh 
nature, , properties, ang qualities of al the 
workmanſhips of God ?. when, ſhe. hehalds his 
admirable wiſdom, poyer,,and proyidence, 
exerciſed in the. continual upbolding, of this 
huge Fabrick?, and how,jtrom: che. grear.can- 
rrariety and ſtrife there, is berweah the. parts 
whereof it.is compoled, . he draws the.preſer- 
vationof the whole, . by 2 perpetual $erics of 
Generation , and. Corruption ? how Death, 
which ſeems tobe ordained for deſtroying the 
Society of Humane, kind, ,is ' the miain Baſis 
whereupon it reſts ; tecaule the fear yer 
Þ | With- 


60 #Difebite #9 on The": 
withholds vitious we from falling: hexd-!- 
long/ into the dep wickedneſs, and\ the' 
hope 'of *it'anjitpares efrtiolrs £n'to'perſiſt: 


conſtantly in'rtte'ro y: ways Good: 
and” Vertue' ' Thoſe” rare” CR, f'Narnre,' 
cha rpuzzle' all out chgiceff bl oy Th fearching, 


mls ir hidden' Pak s,=ire thin made cafre 
to Her" ; apd'fhe doth! Atty uinderftana2whe- 
thertheFlaxes and Reflnxes of the! Ocean ur 
uided c, morxign of the 00N, 3 ary 
Put tons l 
'E qu#jo7 by the Str: Whither Seen aſtane 
Fre 'of' 'the* 'Eoadftone'1 towards th 
Bork hereby we afe Enabl&g'ts' make te 
NY, of the retort <9 pe and MCA 
dy is c ah! vo ptr uality 
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tion'we! o erye Nip 'in-rhe Compals z%6r by 
thofe fireamy' bf AR ies drawh iBY"*'Stins 
reat” Het 'berw oy 'the” Tropicks)=Whieh 

pier evetmort forth: 89h, and 
penet all-the abi pores \wH+dof the 
Stofie1stultt;- while it remains within the eafth 
"in that, poſition, dorhincontinuariceof” fine 
beger this- property 5 which we ealvirnirage 
by: often” heating of air Irbn; and'PlaCing" it 
to coal (while yer thepores there&Pare opeti- 
. "ed bythe fire) due North and *$6utH- 'Or 
laſtly; \Whether thar-quality,' rog&ther 'with 


the 
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the power' wheteby "fie farhe is by a/ tonch: 
communicated to ith Needle, and that where- 
by it artradts Iron'to it ſelf, 'dependion cauſes: 
whereof as yt Maiilitid is ignorant 3 whoſe 
knowledge is by prayitlence refefved'to the 
diſcovery of poſterity, ſi/thar #gtwhich ſhall 
{ucceed us, as the Experience was to thoſe in' 


_ that which went before us, Whether 'the 


chearful'Light, whicf we'fee darted by the 
Sun from Eaſt ro Wet,” is biir'a quality cot" 

municated by him in an inſtant tot the Air, 
throughour all rhe vaſt extent of of our Ho-' 
rizon; or is the Body of the Fire itſelf, which 
being the molt aCtive clement, and' flowing 
from the Sun as from its fountain, into the 
liquid element of Air, prevents by its vaſt 
diſtance from us, huge expanſion, and active 
ſwiftneſs,” our ſeeling:ind our fight from be- 
ing ſenſible of any” thing which might inform 
our underſtanding touching the meaſure: of 
its heat and motion. ' Wherher- the never- 
ceaſing turns we have of day and night, pro- 
ceed' from the perpetual 'motion'of all the 
Heavens, carried about by the'great violence 
of the Primum Mobile, 'or from the motion of 
the Eatth on irs own "Axis, expoſing -all the 
ſeveral parts of it ſuctefſively ro becnlighened 

bythe Sun. Wherher the Planets are fixed 
each of them! in a ſeveral Sphere; whoſe mo= 
tion doth dire@'their Courſes ; or(which ſome 


think they can demon'trate- of che Sun) move 
all 


__: ADiſcair/e upon the. - 
all of; them (;excepr.,the Moon ), upon their 
leveral. Axes, like the Earth. "How fartheir 
different. Influences, and  Aſpefts govern, all 
Sublueary, bodies, : cauſing: the births.and pe- 
riods of States and Monarchies, and the par- 
tigalar, happineſs and... miſery of private 
men, 172 O07 


Bux aboveall, ſhe. isentirely ſatisfied with | 


ſeeing how the Infallibiliry of Gods preſcience 
infringech-not the'liberty of mans free-will : 
How nothmg. here below happens by chance, 


but: that, his; Providence, diſpoſing ſweetly all 


thoſe things which he hath wrought, perrhits 
the miteries of good, . and the profperities of 
wicked men,, fot the advantage of his feryice, 
by exerciſing and inſtructing of the. one, and 
by reclaiming of the other, And how, in fines 
y che inerutable Meanders of his Judgiments; 
he ordereth.ſo, that all the villany and. wick- 
ednels;)is-praciſed here, co-operates unto the 
good of hisElect, and the increaſe of his own 
GOP ni ny re | | 

- In; theſe ,employments fie might with joy 
ſpend an1infinity of time, were ſhe not raken 
off by others, of much moredelight and con- 
ſequence ;. for; ſhe no ſoaner leaves Times re+ 
gion, and comes upon.the confines of Erer- 
nitys but ſhe's attended by a Troop of An+ 
gels appointed to- convoy her unto the glo- 
riaus Court of. her Creator ; and ſhe receives 
by them an Invitation is ſent .unto her by 

| | Go 
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Nature of Eter nitys> U&c; 6 
God himſelf, like unto .that we read ofin the 
Canticles : Jam hyems tranſit, imber abiir '&") 
receſſit ; ſurge apica mea, &'vexi, My' friend}: 
the winter of thy chilling cares and fears is 
paſt, the ſhowers: of all thy tears are now 
blown over'; ariſe, therefore, and mount up 
unto the ever-bleſſced dwelling of Erernity. 
| Who, can expreſs thoſe extaſies of joy this - 
Summons cauſeth ?. or fancy to himſelf the 
leaſt [des of thoſe pleaſing raptures where=- 
with ſhe ,is polletied, when ſhe beholds the 


| | beauties of the Imperial heaven, which now 


ſtands open to receive her? 

Thole holy Saints, and pious men, who 
have endeavored to inflame us with. the love 
of Vertue, by hope of the reward to come, 
accommodating their expreſſions to our con- 
ceits, deſcribe it to us like a ſpacious City 
built all of gold and. precious ſtonesz whoſe 
gates are each of them compoſed of one en- 
tire Pearl ; whoſe walls are made not for de=- 
fence, but ornament, becauſe her. enemies 
are all deſtroyed, and ſhe cftabliſhed in-ſecu- 
rity, above the reach of Time ar Fortune;whoſe 
houſes are of: Jaſper and Porphyry, inlaid 
with Rubies, Diamonds, and Carbuncles'; 
were Gold and poliſhed: Marble are not em- 
ploycd but for the meaneſt uſes ; every of 
whoie inhabitants is a great King, and hach 
domu)ion;. over all the works'of Nature'z' a 
beauty that outſhines. the, Sun in ' greateſt 

_—— , height 


6F' ADiſcourſe upon the ": 
height! of all-his glory; anattivity ſurpaſſing / 
thar of*Lightning; accompaniet' with yourh 
and:bealrh,” which? never ſhall decay for all: 
Eterniry »withiy *the circuit of 'thoſe* walls 
they: repreſent unto us a large field, beai;s 
tied/'with all the' choice variety of flowers 
that.can. be thought on, whoſe fragrant ſmell 
. ſends: fortha moſt delicious Perfume 'to'rhe. 
Senſes;/in imid(t "whereof; paſſerh a purling 
ſtrearwwof living 'water, which whold taſtes; ' 
ſhalÞ znever rhieſt for all Eternity ; whereea 
continual -5pring preſerves all Plants'in' the 
full freſhnets of :cheir prime and verdure:”* 
whiere, aw” eternal ' day ſuffers nor the leaſt 
eclipſe-'ofi night or darkneſs: there all rhe 
blefſed dwellers in 'this heavenly country do 
enterrain each other'in perfect love and con- 
cord, with fullneſs of 'all Joys and pleaſures; 
whoſe compleart. happineſs can never be di- 
ſturbed>by the unwelcome preſence of ah e- 
nemy;i or: the ſad parting of a friend, | 

\ What a meer Nothing are all the flattering 
ſhadows! of Content we: graſp at during life, 
being/.compared to. thoſe of this Celeſtial 
manſion which'1: have here deſtribed? And 
yer' theſe are the outſide only of their joys, 
not to-be prized at all, if once compared to 
that whercin conſifts the effence of their per- 
fect bliſs-and happineſs. Gold, Marbte, Pre- 
ciqus:Stones, fair Fields , cool - Springs, the 

company of Saints. \and- Angels, Soveraign 
mY | poricr, 
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power, Beauty, Aftiviity, Youth, Health, Im- 
paſſibiljty, and Immort.ality it ſelf, can never 
fatisfft the immaterial foul, without the vi- 
fion' of her Lord and M aker: this is the cen- 
tre whereunto fhe tend:3,. the object of her 
powers and facultics. This being once ob- 
rained, brings with it full repoſe andquietneſs; 
which all created things can never do: and 
| this is here. communicated freely to her, 
- | whereby her underſtanding is fully ſatisfied 
: | with the clear knowledge of all things, by 
» | ſightof him, who is both che 1irſt cauſe, and 

truth itſelf: her Will findes alla here what- 
t | everobject it deſireth, inthe ſecure poſſeſſion 
e | of all good things, which are united in his 
0 | nature, who is Good it (elf, 
- Who can deſcribe the infinite advantages, 
3; | prerogatives, and dignities, that doaccom- 
- | pany 'this bleſſed viſion 2 Words are to fecble 
- | co expreſs, and humane. hearts (though ne'r 
| fo large) are too too 'narrow to. conceive 
1:4 them. | 
ec, Let, vs conclude, that as: that.man who 
al'Þ doth partake of wiſdom is truly. wife, and 
d | who hath courage ktecometh valiant: even 
Ss, | fo this bleſſed ſoul, being ingulghh'd in con- + 
ro | templation of the Deity, by the ftridt union 
r- | which that cauſeth of all her faculties to 
e= | him, is in ſome fort a God ; enjoying all per- 
he Þ fections by. participation, which Gcd himſelf 
timſelf hath by propriety. 

F 


The. 


A Diſcour © upon the, 
The CON CLUSIO Ng" or 


READER! | 7.120 20.00 
[vie finiſhed theſe two firſt Heads of 
this Diſcourſe ; to'wit, 'A* deſcription of || 
whatETERNITY is, .aid what qur condi- 
tion will be when we ſhall come' to, be par- 
takers of it;zthere remained in the laſt place, 
that'll ſhould, according to'my prom  haye 
ſer down ſuch Rules for conduCt of qur Lives, 
whilſt we are here, as might ( being, obſet- 
ved) render us' pefettly happy, .when we 
ſhould come to be inhabitants in that, our 
country. = ings ia: 
Theſe Rules I meant ſhould haye com- 
priſed within them all- the Vertues; which 
may be well reduced 'unto two Heads; thar 
is to ſay, thoſe which have, for their. qbject 
the Divinity it ſelf, and: thoſe that ſerve 
for the well ordering and diſpoſing of our 
actions, 2; | SER | 
' The principal ones of the firſt, kind , are 
thoſe we call the Theological vertues ;Faith, 
Hope, and Charity : whereof the, firſt breeds 
in us a pcrfett reſignation; of our underſtang-. 
mgs unto God, by afſenting with humility 
and conſtancy, without doubt or hefitation, 
unto thoſe Truths which he hath pleaſed to, 
reveal to us, for the falyation of our —_ 
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The ſecond makes vs. with patience and per- 
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ſevegance continue in the Way of Vertue; 
exten to be made partakers of all thoſe 
bletiipgs: he hath promiſed ro his fervants. 
And _the.third cauiethan entire union' of our 
Wilkwattyhis ; which is the greateſt height of 
Chriſtian perfection, and the - aſſured mcans 
ro attain unto an everlaſting Bliſs. 

Among thoſe of the ſecond kind( being the 
Moral: vertues-) the 'chiefeſt are, Prudence, 
Juſtice, Fortitude, and Temperance, ( com- 
monly called the Cardinal Vertues) which" 
ſerve for | the. well-ordering and diſpoſing of 
all rhe faculties, paſſions anc affections of our 
ſouls. Prudence, which-ought to preſide in 
all the conſultations of our Underſtanding : 


Juſtice, to govern all the reſolutions of our 


Will: Fortirude,.fro keep in due ſubjeftion the 
paiſions compriſed under the general notion 
of the ,lraicible part of man: and - Tempe- 
rance, to bridle the exorbitance of our Con- 
cupiccences acd aftetions, 

| had intended to: have deſcribed art large 
the nature and the qualities of all-theſe Ver- 
tues; and to have ſhewed how all the other 
may be deduced our of theſe Seven, by rea- 
ſon of the connexion and relation they have 
unto. each other. And I had meant, in the 


contexture of that Diſcourſe, to -have ſer 
down the way and means to purge our ſouls 
from all the depraved inclinations and habits 
Y F 2 


which 
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which are oppoſite 'unts them; that being 


thereby cleanſed from the ruft and filth of 


fin, they mighc become \capable ſybjetts of 
being illuminared by rhe divine;-grace, and 
be enabled to diſcover his admirable good- 
neſs and perfettions; whereon being: ena-- 
moured, they might by fervent atts of Cha- 
rity unite. their Wills entirely unto his, and. 
thereby mount unto the top of Chriſtian per- 
fection, which is the afſuved means of. being 
happy in Erernity. | 
ſay I had intended: for (althoughlI had 
ſpent ſome time in the digeſting 8nd order - 
ing of this matter, yert)l was pur unro aſtand 


- In that deſign, by a reflexian whichl chanc- 


ed to make upon a Saying of that glorious 
Saint, and Dottor in the Church of God, 
St. Cyprian, who writing unto ſome of the 
Ethnicks touching the Livies and Studies of 
the Chriſtians, ſpeaks thus : Philoſophi fattis non 
werbis ſums ; nec magna loquzimur, ſed v:ioimus: 
that is, We are Philoſophers in our aCtions, 
not in our words ; nor d6 we ſpeak great 
things, bur practiſe them. Ir ſeems this holy 
man thought ir much. fitter for a Chriſtianto 
exerciſe himſelf in vertuous actions, than in 
deſcribing the nature of the Verrues. 
| Now this opinion of fo grave and reverend 
a Father of the Church having ar firſt cauſed 
me to doubr whether Iſhould proceed to per- 


feRing the Work I had inhand; I took are- 
| | ſolution, 
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ſolution, ſome time after, to give it over, up- 
on the reading of a paſlage reported by ſome 
Writers in the Life of Origen, ( that Prodigy 
of Wit and Learning: )/ they fet down, that 
being in his old-age- ſenſible of divers errors he 
had run into, ( which made his followers be 
condemned as Hereticks) he came into the 
Church, with an inrention to expound ſpme 
paſſage out 'of the Scripture, for the inflru- 
Rion of the people ; and to that purpoſe o- 
pering the Book, he chanced to light upon a 
paſſage in the Pſalms of David, wherein the 
holy ' Prophet ſpeaking of God, faith thus: 
Paccatori dixit, Quare tu enarras gloriam mean, 
& aſſumu teſtamentun mcum m os tunn ? In 
Engliſh thus: He ( meaning God ) faid unto 
the ſinner, Wherefore doſt thou ſhew forth 
my glory, and doſt afſume my Teſtament 
into thy mouth? The peniteft old man tak- 
ing. this reproof as ſpoken unto himfelf, burſt 
forth into a flood of rears, which took from 
him the uſe of ſpeech ; and retiring out of the 
Church, abandoned all the thoughts of teach- 
ing others, that he might ſpend the ſhort re- 
mainder. of his life in the reforming of him- 
ſelf. 

The Reaſons which prevailed with this 
great Doctor, have wrought the ſame effect 
with me ; andl reſolved to quit the farther 
buſying of my ſelfin an employment, where- 


kn I was forbidden to meddle by reaſon of 
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my: fins; and which L was unable;to perform, 
becauſe.I ama '{tranger 'to' the prattiſe of 
thoſe; Verrues I ſhould write of and ſo might 
juſtly. fear that, inconvenience would thereby 
happen; - whereof we are forewarned by our 
blefied/ Saviour inthe. Go'pel, to. wity that if 
the blind:ſhall lead tte blind, they both will 
fall together. in the. pir. 

Here: therefore I grye.cnd to this Di courfe, 
with cthigs:Adverrifement: only unto the pious 
Reader;:That if-he-fhall aefire to have. his 
heart-enflamed with the divine love, he muſt 
firſt! neceſffarily:.0lcanfe ic from all; affettions 
unto- fading and traatitory things; 

Szuetonins, in the L'ves:of the Twelve firſt 
Ceſars,::relates, that when 'th=* body of the 
Emperor. Tu was'placed in the-Funeral -pile, 
ro be conſumed with: fire ( according tro theſſ. 
, cuſtom of thofe times? this hearr ( after his 

body.was reduced .to athes )'d1d many rimes 
ſpring'our of the flames ; and being ar laſt 
opened by thoſe, who wondred at the ſtrange- 
neſs of the accident; ir was found to be full 
. of Poyſon, which” hindred the operation © 

the. firezupon it. - Even fo our ſouls, while 
they conrinue .fraughrt with the inordinate 
love of -Earthly things, (which are the mor- 
cal poyſorr of the ſoul refit 'the mfſpiration of 
the holySpirit, ' and fliffer not rhemſelves tc 
-be enflamen voy the Ceteftial fire of Charity 


- whid 
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Which he doth never fail to kindle in thoſe 
hearts are fitred to receive it. 

The readicſt way for the devout Reader to 
effect this, is wholly ro-cemploy his thoughts 
and ſtudies" in the chnikoual meditation upon 
Eternity z-wherein- if he be farthered by any 
thing: which I have here ſet down, I then dc- 
ſire, that; as | have-mgde him partaker of 
my Meditations; Mo.he would alſo make me 
' partaker wifh ht irtis' Prayers, 


